
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Fall Session 2 – Betrayer and Departure 

Read: John 13:1 – 38  

 

The Disciples had been arguing over who would hold leading positions of royalty in the government 

Jesus was about to set up.  Jesus had to demonstrate what true royalty is: serving others. 

 

1. What are at least three things that drove Jesus to wash the disciples’ feet and to demonstrate 

royalty of service and ministry?  These are the same three things that should drive every 

believer to serve and to serve now.   

 

Jesus knew “His hour” had come.  He was to die and His time was short.  

Likewise, believers must realize that time is ever so short. 

 

Jesus loved His own, that is, His followers on earth, those for whom He was responsible.  

Likewise, believers must recognize their responsibility for others. 

 

Jesus knew His enemy, and He knew the enemy was about to strike and betray Him.  

Likewise, believers must know our collective enemy.  The devil is going to strike and with all 

the force the devil can.  

 

 

2. Read verse 8.  What is the deeper meaning behind Jesus’ response to Peter? How did Peter 

misunderstand Jesus washing and cleansing his feet? 

 

A person has to be washed and cleansed by Jesus before they can become a part of Jesus and 

before they can serve Jesus.  Another way to say the same thing is this:  before a person can 

ever serve Christ, they must be part of Christ.  

 

Peter misunderstood because he saw only the human and physical act of Jesus in serving him 

and the other disciples.  He did not understand the spiritual meaning that Jesus was cleaning the 

dirt and pollution from the lowliest part of their being (their feet).  

  

 

3. Jesus says in verse 14, “Do you know what I have done to you?”  What are two things Jesus 

demands of His followers in reading verses 12 – 14? 

 

 

1) The follower of Jesus is not just a follower but a servant.  The believer is at the beck and 

call of Jesus.  They do not act on their own, nor do their own thing.  They do not seek the 

things of the world: its positions, wealth, power, recognition, or honor.  The believer does 

not exist to get these things.  The follower of Christ exists to serve Jesus and to serve Him 

alone. 

2) The follower of Jesus is to serve other believers sacrificially, leading them to walk in open 

confession and to be washed and cleansed from the things of the world.  They are to serve 

others just as Jesus did by ministering to the human needs of others in all humility.  



 

 

 

4.  Read verses 15 – 17.  What could be considered the three-fold reasons for service? 

 

A believer is to serve because of Jesus’ example. (vs. 15) 

A believer is to serve because believers are not as great as the Lord. (vs. 16) 

A believer is to serve because of resulting blessings or joy. (vs. 17) 

 

 

When a person betrays the Lord and begins to live in sin, they show that they did not truly respond to 

the movement of God’s Spirit within their heart.  This breaks the heart of Christ, because He wants 

everyone to pay attention to the call of the Spirit, to respond to His offer of eternal salvation.  He wants 

everyone to become a true follower of His.  He wants no one to be lost.  

 

 

5. Why did Jesus predict the betrayal?  

 

Jesus predicted the betrayal to strengthen and assure the disciples.  He wanted His disciples to 

be strong in their belief in Him as the Messiah.   Once the prophecy came to pass, they would 

know He was omniscient (that He knew all things).  And only God knows all things.  Therefore, 

they would know that He was exactly who He claimed to be, the Son of God, the One who has 

the very nature of God Himself. 

 

Jesus wanted His disciples to be assured of the dignity of their call as servants of God.  Judas 

had betrayed the call, and his betrayal had left a bad image in people’s minds and reflect a poor 

image of the ministry.  

 

Jesus wanted His disciples to be assured of God’s indwelling presence.  To receive Christ is to 

receive God, and to receive Christ’s indwelling presence is to have God’s indwelling presence.  

 

6. Read verses 31 – 32.  What is the three-fold glory that was brought by Jesus’ death. 

 

a) There is the Son of Man’s glory (vs. 31). The glory of Jesus was the cross.  Jesus was now 

ready to make the final sacrifice for man, and He was ready to pay the supreme price to 

bring about the greatest event in all history: the salvation of man.  Jesus was now ready to 

triumph over Satan by breaking Satan’s power over death and over the souls of men.  

 

b) There is the God’s glory (vs. 31). The glory of God was the perfect obedience of Jesus.  

God’s justice was perfectly satisfied on the cross.  God’s love was perfectly demonstrated 

on the cross. He gave His only Son to pay the supreme price for man: to sacrifice His life 

for man.  The cross glorifies God.   

 

c) There is Jesus’ glory “in Himself” (vs. 32) This glory is the resurrection, ascension, and 

exaltation of Christ.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7. The last part of this chapter reveals the Disciple Peter’s stumbling and wavering faith. What do 

you consider the reasons for Peter stumbling?  

 

Peter misunderstood Jesus’ death.  Jesus was going to die and arise from the dead and then 

return to the Father.  He had drilled this fact into the disciples for some months now.  Yet they 

refused to accept His prediction. They thought of God’s kingdom in terms of a physical 

kingdom and government set on the earth.  The idea of Jesus hanging on the cross was going to 

cause Peter to deny Jesus.  Jesus had told Peter about the cross, but Peter had refused to believe 

it. The fact that God would have to crucify His own Son in order to save humankind was just 

too much to grasp. 

 

Another reason is that Peter’s commitment was a carnal, fleshly commitment.  It was caused by 

not knowing himself – his own personal weaknesses or the weaknesses of his human flesh.  

Peter’s self-image was strong.  He saw himself as being above serious sin and failure. He really 

failed to understand self and flesh.  

 

 


