
A Study of the Letters to the Church at Thessalonica 

Fall Session20 – Final Words 

(Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1 – 18) 

 

1. This passage begins the final words ever written to the church by Paul so far as we know.  Paul 

asks for prayer.  But note what it was he requested.   He did not ask prayer for comfort, personal 

needs or for God to take him away from Corinth.   What two things did Paul specifically asks 

for prayer?  

 

a) There was the need for the Word to have free course (run swiftly) and to be glorified. 

b) There was the need for believers to be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men.   

 

 

2. Why would people want to attack a person who preaches and teaches that God loves the world 

– that He provided the way for man to escape death and to live forever?  

 

The answer is found in verse 2, all people do not have faith.   In fact, the world is full of 

unreasonable and wicked persons, persons who want to live like they want without any 

interference from God. They deny and ignore God – deny and ignore the evidence within the 

world and within their hearts and thoughts that God exists and that His love and judgments are 

real.  Therefore, they oppose anything that reminds them of eternity, of a coming day of 

judgment.  They want nothing to do with a message that puts restriction on their behavior, 

especially a message that demands that we love our neighbors and do all we can to meet the 

needs of the dying and the poor.  

 

 

3. Verses 3 – 5 state that the Lord is faithful.  What are four things found in these verses that tell us 

what the Lord will do for those who believe? 

 

The Lord will establish the believer and keep you from evil. 

The Lord will motivate the believer to keep His commandments. 

The Lord directs the believer’s heart into the love of God. 

The Lord directs the believer to patiently wait for Christ’s return. 

 

 

4. Verse 6 states, “that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly.”  This is a very 

strong command given in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. What does the Lord mean by 

withdraw?  Who are the disorderly? 

 

Withdraw.  The word means to stay away from the idle worker; to have no fellowship with 

them.  Their behavior is not to be indulged or condoned.  We are not to put our stamp of 

approval on them, nor are we to run the risk of becoming identified with them. 

 

The Disorderly – They are the idle, the slothful, the lazy.  They are the persons who refuse to 

work or who shirk their work or are slack in their work. 

 

 

 

 



 

5. What is the very clear fact stated about what will happen to those who choose to be idle and 

refuse to work? 

 

The idle worker must work or lose their right to eat. This is not talking about those who 

honestly are unable to work due to disability or being unable to find employment.  If a person is 

able to work, they are to work.  If they refuse, they are not to be fed.  There is no excuse for a 

person not working if they are able to work – not in the sight of God.  

 

 

6. Taking the previous question into consideration.  What is your understanding of the difference 

between leisure and laziness?  

 

Relaxation and recreation provide a necessary and much needed balance to our lives; but when 

it is time to work, Christian ought to jump right in.  We should make the most of our time and 

talent, doing all we can to provide for ourselves and our dependents.  Rest when you should be 

resting, and work when you should be working.  

 

Laziness is identified with people who slack off and do a little as possible.  They are eye 

watchers, who work only when they see the boss coming.  These are those who would sponge 

off the government, social services, churches, and neighbors with no intention to work.  

 

 

7. In reading verses 16 – 18, identify at three great possessions the believer has in Christ. 

 

a. The believer receives peace from “the Lord of peace Himself.” 

b. The believer receives fellowship, a very special and personal fellowship.  The Lord be with 

you all. 

c. The believer receives grace – the underserved favor and strength of Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

8. Review 1st and 2nd Thessalonians and identify a favorite scripture.  Write it in the space below 

and be ready to share it with the class.  It will be interesting to see if yours was the same as 

someone else. 
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