
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Session 18 – The Shepherd of Life 

Read: John 10:1 – 42  

 

This whole parable has to do with a false shepherd and the true shepherd.  Both go after the sheep.  The 

true shepherd is Christ, and the false shepherds are those who opposed Christ.  

 

1. Reading verses 1 – 5.  What are the attributes of a false shepherd?  

 

The false shepherd comes from and originates from: 

Some other direction 

Some other way 

Some other position 

Some other source 

Some other road 

 

The false shepherd is a thief: a seducer and a deceiver, a crafty and dishonest person who will 

use any means to get into the sheepfold to steal the sheep.  

The false shepherd is a robber: a person who will use violence and cruelty and will destroy and 

devour, if necessary, to get into the sheepfold.  

 

2. Reading the same verses, 1 – 5. What are the attributes of a true shepherd?  

 

The true shepherd is the one who: 

• Enters the appointed door.  Knows where the door is and the way into the sheepfold.  

• Is known by the doorkeeper (God or the Holy Spirit).  This point is critical.  Because it is 

the Doorkeeper who opens the door into the sheepfold. 

• Knows the sheep.  He knows each one by name.   

• Leads and shepherds the sheep.  He loves them as His own. 

 

 

3.  What does Jesus mean when He claims to be “the door of the sheep.” 

 

Jesus is the only Door of the sheep.  By “door” Jeus meant He is the way or entrance into the 

sheepfold.  Jesus is the way… 

• Into God’s presence 

• Into God’s acceptance 

• Into Salvation 

• Into the true Church 

• Into heaven 

• Into the Kingdom of God 

• Into eternal life 

 

If a person wishes to enter where God is, they must enter the Door of Christ. A person enters 

God’s sheepfold only through the Door of Christ, for Christ is the only Door into God’s 

presence. 



 

 

4. What are at least two reasons as to why Jesus is called the “Good Shepherd”? 

 

Jesus is called the “Good Shepherd” because He gave and sacrificed His life for the sheep. 

 

Jesus is called the “Good Shepherd” because He is not a hired or employed shepherd.  Jesus is 

the Shepherd by birth.  He was born to be the Shepherd with all the Shepherd’s rights.  The 

sheep are His and He is the sheep’s.  

 

5. Jesus is the “Good Shepherd.” What are four proofs of this fact as found in verses 14 – 16?  

 

a) Jesus knows His sheep, and they know Him.  There is an intimate knowledge between 

Jesus and His sheep.  

b) Jesus knows the Father, the Owner of the sheep as well as the Father knows Him. 

c) Jesus will die for the sheep.  He said He would lay down His life for the sheep. 

d) Jesus worked to enlarge the fold.  The “other sheep” is a reference to world-wide 

evangelism. The future sheep were to become sheep of His by “hearing His voice.”  

 

6. The religionists did not believe Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah.  Why?  

 

Because they were not His sheep.  Jesus did not say, you are not my sheep because you do not 

believe.  He said you do not believe because you are not my sheep. He was saying they did not 

believe because they were not His followers. The religionists did not belong to God.  Their 

hearts and lives were far from God: therefore, what Jesus claimed, they rejected. 

 

7. Read verses 27 – 29. What do we know about the sheep?  

 

• Sheep are receptive to the voice of the Shepherd. 

• Sheep are known by the Shepherd; this knowledge leads them to trust Him explicitly.  

• Sheep follow the Shepherd.  They obey Him, knowing that He goes before them in order 

to remove all obstacles and dangers.  

• Sheep are communal. They form a commune or a fellowship of sheep.  They are a body 

who follow the Shepherd.  

• Sheep are given eternal life.  

• Sheep are kept from perishing.  

• Sheep are secure.  No one can pluck them out of the Shepherd’s hand. 

• Sheep possess a double security in the Owner, that is, God Himself.  They are secure not 

only because they are in the hands of the Shepherd but because they belong to the 

Owner.  

 

8. Read verses 25 – 39.  What are the four claims that Jesus made about Himself?  

 

Verses 25 – 29. Jesus claimed that He was the Messiah. 

Verses 30 – 33. Jesus claimed that He is One with God, that is, He is God Himself. 

Verses 34 – 36. Jesus claimed that He is the Son of God 

Verses 37 – 39. Jesus claimed was that God is in Him and He is in God. This is the indwelling 

presence of each in the other.   


