
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Session 19 – A Growth in Faith 

Read: John 11:1 – 37  

 

Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life.  The death of Lazarus gave Jesus the opportunity to reveal 

Himself as the resurrection and the life. 

 

1. The first purpose of Lazarus’ sickness was to glorify God and to proclaim that Jesus is the Son 

of God. Lazarus’ sickness was not for death.  What was his sickness for?   

Complete the following: 

 

God could be glorified by _______________________________________________. 

• By showing His desire for man to have life, 

• By proving His power to give life. 

• By showing His approval of Christ by which, He proved that He really did love the 

world enough to send His Son to save the world. 

 

Christ could be glorified by _____________________________________________. 

• By having the opportunity to do the work of God 

• By demonstrating God’s power 

• By showing compassion 

• By strengthening the faith of believers 

• By leading unbelievers to believe. 

 

 

2. The second purpose of Lazarus’ sickness was to show Jesus’ great love.  The third purpose of 

Lazarus’s sickness was to show the necessity of waiting on God in great crises. Why is it 

important for us to wait on God? 

 

In facing severe illness or death, there is no answer but to wait on God.  Jesus knows when to 

act.  He knows the exact moment, the best time…. 

• For us to bear the trial (be strengthen) 

• For us to stand (be comforted) 

• For us to be helped 

• For us to learn the most 

• For us to bear testimony of God’s power and strength. 

 

 

3. The fourth purpose of Lazarus’ sickness was to teach the need to grasp opportunity.  What is the 

meaning of Jesus’ answer to the disciples as read in verse 9? 

 

There are only 12 hours in a day.  Jesus is saying that He must… 

• Go and do His work while it is day. 

• Go and do what is right, regardless of the danger. 

• Go and do what is right otherwise the day will pass and the opportunity be lost.  

 



 

  

4. The fifth purpose of Lazarus’ sickness was to show Jesus’ great power over death.  Jesus said it 

very plainly what He was going to do.  Lazarus was asleep; therefore, He would go and awaken 

Lazarus out of his sleep.  However, the disciples misunderstood what Jesus was saying.   

What is Jesus saying? 

 

By sleep Jesus meant that Lazarus was dead, but the disciples thought He meant that Lazarus 

was resting in sleep.  Jesus called Lazarus “our friend.”  He was dead, but he was still “our 

friend.”  This is a hint that Lazarus is still a friend despite being dead, that he is still living, still 

alive in another world.   

 

 

5. Read the following scriptures: Matthew 9:24; Acts 7:60; 1 Corinthians 15:6; and 1 

Thessalonians 4:13. How do these passages relate to death and what does it mean?   

 

Death is called “sleep” in order to picture the idea that the believer is: 

• Resting in the presence and comfort of God 

• Resting from the labor of his service on earth 

• Resting and refreshing themselves for greater service for God 

 

Many within the world picture death as annihilation, as ceasing to exist.  Scripture says it is not.  

Believers continue to exist, resting in the life and comfort of God.  The body lays down and, so 

to speak, sleeps, but not the soul of humankind.  

 

6. Read verses 21 through 24.  What kind of faith did Martha demonstrate about Jesus Christ? 

 

Martha did believe in Jesus, but her faith was a complaining faith.  She did not believe to the 

point of resting in faith.  She did not believe with an unlimited and resting faith.  She was not 

entrusting the matter completely into the Lord’s hands.  She was not yet convinced that what 

had happened was for the best.  She trusted Jesus as her Savior, but she questioned what had 

happened.  She complained and even criticized Jesus.   

 

Martha also had a fundamental faith.  She believed in the resurrection, one of the fundamentals 

of the faith.  She believed what Jesus taught. However, Martha’s fundamental faith experienced 

disappointment.  The promise of a future resurrection and reunion is not always a comfort.  Her 

loved one was gone.  There was now no contact and no relationship with him, not on this earth.  

Everything about her life was now completely changed. It was trusting and deep. 

 

 

7. What does Jesus’ great claim: “I Am the resurrection and the life” mean to you? 

 

Jesus declared that He is the very being and essence, the very power and energy, of life. 

Therefore, He can… 

• give and sustain life as He wills. 

• resurrect and restore life as He wills. 

It means that humankind – in fact, all of life – exists only by the will and power of Jesus.  Being 

the power and energy of life, Jesus is Source of all life. There is nothing existing apart from His 



will: therefore, if a dead person wishes to live, only Jesus can give them life.  And if a living 

person does not wish to die, only Jesus can keep him from dying.  

  

8. Mary’s experience with Jesus reveals some of the great needs of humankind. What need is 

identified in verses 29 – 30?  

 

The need to make the right response to Christ – the response of arising quickly and running to 

Him.  No matter how quietly the message is proclaimed, our response is to move quickly 

toward Jesus. Our response should be about relationship, affirmation, obedience, trust, faith, 

patience, and compassion.  

 

 

9. Jesus asked, “where have you laid him?”  Jesus knew where the grave was.  Why did He ask?  

 

 

If He had gone straight to the tomb, there was the possibility of some charging Him and Lazarus 

with being in collusion and tricking the people.  

 

He needed to distract the people from their deep wailing and arouse their expectations for 

something unusual about to happen.   

 

 

 

 


