
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Session 2 – Witnesses to Jesus Christ (Part 1) 

Read: John 1:1 – 28  

 

 

1. What does John mean by the Word? Read Psalm 33:6; Hosea 1:2; and Psalm 119:11.   

 

The Word was a term used by theologians and philosophers, both Jews and Greeks in many 

different ways. 

Psalm 33:6 identifies the Word as an agent of creation. 

Hosea 1:2 identifies the Word as the source of God’s message to his people through the 

prophets.  

Psalm 119:11 identifies the Word as God’s law and His standard of holiness.  

 

In Greek philosophy, the Word was the principle of reason that governed the world, or the 

thought still in the mind, while in Hebrew thought, the Word was another expression for God.   

 

John’s description shows clearly that he is speaking of Jesus especially in reading John 1:14. 

 

 

2. What are at least three things that stand out to you in verses 1 – 2 about saying Christ, the 

Word? 

 

Christ was preexistent.  This means He was there before creation. 

Christ was coexistent.  He was and is face-to-face with God forever. 

Christ is the very nature and character of God the Father, but He is not the identical person of 

God the Father. 

Christ is a distinct person from God the Father, but He is of the very being and essence 

(perfection) of God the Father.  

 

 

3. What is the meaning of John 1:3 that identifies Christ’s role in creation?  

 

“All things” mean every detail of creation – not creation as a whole, but every single detail. 

Each element and thing, each being and person – whether material or spiritual, angelic, or 

human – has come into being by Christ. 

 

The words “were made” mean came into being or became. Nothing was existing – no 

substance, no matter whatsoever.  Matter is not eternal.  God did not take something outside of 

Himself, something less than perfect (evil) and create the world.  Christ, the Word, took nothing 

but His will and power; and He spoke the Word and created every single thing out of nothing. 

 

Christ was the One who created all things – one by one. 

The positive statement of fact: “All things were made by Him.” 

The absolute statement of fact: “Without Him was not anything made that was made.”  

 

 



4. How is Christ the answer in darkness? 

 

Very simply, since humankind had brought darkness into the world (by sin), the life of Christ 

was the light of humankind, the beam that showed humankind the way, the truth and the life.  

 

Christ showed us the way God intended us to live 

Christ showed us the truth of life, that is, the truth about God and humankind and the truth 

about the world of humankind. 

Christ showed us the life, that is, how to save our lives and avoid the things that can cause us to 

stumble and lose our lives forever.   

 

5. What was John the Baptist’s sole purpose on earth? 

 

His purpose was to witness and to bear testimony to the Light of the world.  His purpose stands 

as a dynamic example for every believer.   

 

John came to prepare the way for the Messiah.  The Pharisees missed the point.  They wanted to 

know who John was, but John wanted them to know who Jesus was. 

 

6. How does the meaning of John’s name match with his message? 

 

His name means gracious.  He was a man sent forth with a name to match his message: God’s 

grace is now to enter upon the scene of world history.  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, who is 

the embodiment of God’s glorious grace.  

 

7. Read verse 9.  What does John mean when he says the true Light is Jesus Christ?  How does 

Christ do for us what light does for us? 

 

Light penetrates: it cuts through and eliminates darkness.  So does Christ. 

Light enlightens: it enlarges one’s vision and knowledge. So does Christ. 

Light reveals: it opens up the truth of an area, a whole new world and life.  It clears up the way 

to truth and life.  So does Christ. 

Light guides: it keeps one from groping and grasping about in the dark trying to find one’s way.  

It directs the way to go, leads along the right path.  So does Christ.  

Light exposes and strips away darkness. So does Christ. 

Light discriminates between the right way and the wrong way.  So does Christ. 

Light warns: it warns of dangers that lie ahead in one’s path.  So does Christ. 

Light protects: it keeps one from tripping, stumbling, falling, and injuring oneself and losing 

one’s life.  So does Christ. 

Light is clear and pure: it is clean and good.  So is Christ.  

 

8. The Son of God was actually made flesh.  He came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ.  What 

does the Bible mean by “flesh”? Why did Christ have to become flesh? 

(Also read 1 Corinthians 15:42 – 45.)  

 

The flesh is tainted, ruined and depraved by sin.  The flesh is dishonorable.  It is not what God 

created it to be.  

The flesh is weak, feeble, frail infirmed and decrepit because of sin.  It has no strength to please 

God nor save itself.  



The flesh is a natural body.  It is the earthly house or tabernacle which houses the human soul 

and spirit. It cannot live beyond its natural life.  

 

Christ (the Word) became flesh to correct and to counteract the corruption of flesh.   

Jesus Christ became flesh to correct and counteract the dishonor of the flesh 

Jesus Christ became flesh to correct and counteract the weakness of the flesh. 

He became flesh in order to become “a quickening spirit.” The Savior who could quicken and 

make alive all those who would trust Him.  

 

9. Read verse 19. What were the reasons that the priests and Levites came to see John the Baptist?  

 

a. Their duty as guardian of the faith caused them to want to investigate any new preaching. 

b. They wanted to find out if John had the credentials of a prophet 

c. John had quite the following and it was growing.  They were probably jealous and wanted 

to see why this man was so popular. 

 

10.  Why was it necessary for the Messiah to have a forerunner?  Why did John have to run ahead 

of Christ crying, “Prepare.  Make straight the way of the Lord”?  What kind of preparation 

needed to be done? 

 

The people needed their concept of the Messiah straighten out. Many saw the Messiah as being 

“the seed of Abraham” only in the sense that an ordinary Jew was. Others saw the Messiah 

primarily as the Son of David.  

The people needed their religion straightened out.  They had allowed their religion to become 

formal and institutionalized, that is, just a form of godliness, which denied the power of God.  

So many were going through the motions of religion, its services and rites, yet living as they 

wished.  

The world needed to know about the Messiah.  As the Son of God, the Messiah would be so 

different – so pure, so holy, so truthful – that humankind would not tolerate His presence too 

long.   

John the Baptist became that ernest voice proclaiming the desperate need to prepare and repent.  

 

 

 


