
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Session 20 – Power over Death/Unbelief 

Read: John 11:38 – 12:11 

  

 

Jesus Christ confronted death and demonstrated His great power over death.  In confronting and 

conquering the tomb of Lazarus, He demonstrated that the believer’s hope is not in vain. 

 

 

1. In verses 41 – 42, Jesus prayed a great prayer of purpose.  He was praying for a specific 

purpose, and in so doing He demonstrated the purpose and the power of prayer. After reading 

these verses, what could be stated are the fivefold purposes of prayer? 

 

a. To honor and worship God as “Father.” 

b. To secure whatever is needed to live righteously and to minister. 

c. To praise and thank God. 

d. To prove and demonstrate one’s confidence in God. 

e. To bear testimony and proclaim that Jesus is the One sent by God. 

 

Remember A-C-T-S as an outline for Prayer. 

A – Adoration 

C – Confession  

T – Thanks 

S – Supplication (Making requests and praying for others) 

 

2. Few prophets have ever raised a dead person except Jesus.  Search the scriptures and identify 

others who Jesus raised from the dead.  

 

Jairus’s daughter – Matthew 9:18 – 26; Mark 5:41,42; Luke 8:40 – 56. 

Widow’s son – Luke 7:11 – 15 

 

3. Jesus spoke three words at Lazarus’ Tomb, “Lazarus, come forth.”  Why was it necessary for 

Jesus to shout or cry out in a loud voice?  

 

A shout matched the enormity of the miracle.  Perhaps it stressed the enormous power required 

to raise the dead. 

A shout stressed that the power within Jesus is the power of God Himself.  

The shout of Jesus is personal.  Jesus shouted the name of Lazarus.  He did not just shout, 

“Come forth”; He shouted “Lazarus, come forth.” If He had just shouted “come forth,” others 

may have risen.  

 

4. What are at least three things in particular that caused the leaders to fear Jesus?  

 

There was the fear of losing their esteem, recognition, and following. 

There was the fear of losing their place, position, influence, and authority. 

There was the fear of losing their nation.   

 



5. Who made the decision to oppose Jesus? What is the conclusion that he suggested?  How is this 

person being used by God?  

 

The decision was made by the High Priest – Caiaphas.  He was the highest religious leader in 

the nation.  He is the very person who should have been leading the people to Jesus, the 

Messiah.  

 

The conclusion he suggested is that Jesus should be the sacrifice for the people.   

 

The High Priest was being used as a spokesman by God. Note verse 51 and 52.  He did not say 

this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish 

nation and others bring them together as one.  

 

6. A supreme believer is identified as a person like Mary.  What makes her reaction the example of 

a supreme believer?  

 

She sacrificed all she had. 

She expresses a repentant love.  Earlier she had criticized Jesus for neglecting her family when 

He had not come sooner to the aid of her brother Lazarus.  Here she is seen as repenting of her 

sin.  

She expresses a sacrificial and costly love.   

She expresses a believing love.  Mary’s anointing was an act of love and faith in Jesus.  She 

anointed Christ to show how deeply she love Him and believed Him to be the true Messiah.  

 

7. Judas Iscariot represent the hypocritical, unbelieving disciple.  What do verses 12:4-8 reveal 

about the character of Judas and what it is that often causes a disciple to become hypocritical 

and unbelieving.  

 

Judas followed Jesus, but he criticized other believers.  When he disagreed with others, he 

criticized them.  He was indignant, growling, rebuking, and scolding (Read Mark 14:4 – 5)  

Judas’ concern for the ministry had an ulterior motive.  

Judas worked for Jesus, but he did not love Jesus. 

 

8. Read verse 12:9. Picture the crowd around the dinner which Jesus attended. What are the traits 

of those who could be called half-sincere seekers?   

 

• The half-sincere came to see Jesus because they wanted to find out what was going on and 

causing so much conversation across the country. They weren’t seeking the Messiah. 

• The half-sincere came to see the spectacular, that is, to see Lazarus, the man rumored to have 

been raised from the dead.  

• The half-sincere came to a social occasion, a festive atmosphere.  Where Jesus was, there was 

action and things were happening.  

 


