Answer Sheet

A Study of the Revelation of Jesus Christ

To John the Apostle

Session 3 – Message to Smyrna/Pergamos/Thyatira
Read: Revelation 2:8 – 29 

The church is sometimes called upon to suffer terrible persecution.  This has always been true down through history, and it was certainly true in Smyrna.  The church was under heavy attack from both the community and city officials.  But note: the church was faithful to Christ and His mission.  
1. Christ has a very special message for the church that is suffering trouble and persecution, and His message is wrapped up in two titles.  What two titles does Christ use in His message to the church in Smyrna and what does it mean? 

Christ says that He is the first and the last.  The message for Smyrna means that all persecutors, all those who afflict and cause trouble for others, had better take heed.  They shall be judged if they usurp and take the authority over human life into their own hands.  There is only one authority over life, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.  This also means that believers always have the presence of Christ with them through all the troubles and persecutions of life.  Jesus Christ is the first and the last; He is always there.
Christ also says that He is the One who was dead and is alive again.  This means that Jesus came to life again.  He arose.  Therefore, the message to the church at Smyrna is that no matter what they experience, it is a passing episode.  Even if they experience death, it has been conquered. 

2. Christ commends the church at Smyrna for four things.  What are they?
· The church withstood terrible tribulation.
· The church endured up under poverty. Apparently, many were being forced out of their jobs and having their property confiscated as lawbreakers. 
· The church was spiritually wealthy.  They were outwardly poor, but inwardly they were rich toward the Lord and His mission.  They were faithful to the Lord.

· The church bore up under all kinds of slander.  The slander came especially from the Jews of the city.  They were stirring up trouble against the church. 

3. Christ tells the church that more persecution is coming.  The devil is going arouse the unbelievers of the world to attack them for ten days.  Why did Christ allow them to be tried?
So, they would draw closer and closer to Him and learn more from Him

So, that their faith could be strengthened more and more and by such they could be stronger witnesses to the world.

4. The promise to the overcomer (v. 11) is that they shall be delivered from the second death.  What is the second death?
The second death is the lake of fire, the judgment of eternal hell and torment from the presence of God forever and ever.  The believer who overcomes in persecution shall escape the second death.  The believer may have to pass through physical death but will never go through the second death.  They will be transported immediately into the presence of God to live forever and ever. 
5. What are three things the church at Pergamos is commended for doing?

a. The church was loyal to Christ’s name despite the environment. The church had been established in a cesspool of worldliness, a city of people who were consumed with the pleasures, possessions, and comforts of the world. Note: Christ refers to the city as the place where Satan lives.  However, the believers were refusing to deny Christ.

b. The church was pure in doctrine.  They had not denied the faith of Christ. They believed Christ and the Word of God, studied, and taught it. 

c. The church was standing fast in persecution.  At least one believer had been martyred, Antipas.   
6. There are also two charges by Christ against the church at Pergamos.  These are related to being guilty of the doctrine of Balaam and making the false profession of the Nicolaitans.  What does this mean?
It means that corruption and worldliness are within the church itself; it means a mixture of religion and worldliness. 
It means the church was guilty of stressing that Christ had done away with the law of the Old Testament and had instituted a law of Christian liberty.  If there is no law to govern us, then we can do what we like just as long as we profess to believe in Christ.  And if the spirit is what really matters, then I can do what I like with my body just so long as I take care of my spirit.  
7. What did the church need to do?  
The church and its believers needed to repent and to change their ways. They needed to deal with those who were worldly and lead them to repentance.  They needed to change its practice of accepting people into the church just because they professed Christ.  There needed to be evidence of repentance. They needed to stop allowing the worldly to seduce, deceive, and mislead other believers in the church. 
8. What is the warning from Jesus to the church at Pergamos?

Christ warns the church that He will come quickly and make war against the worldly.  Note this:  the Lord is not going to punish the faithful believers who are spiritually minded.  He is going to punish only those who refuse to repent of their worldliness.  The anger of Christ is always against the impure. He will only punish the worldly members. 

9. In verse 17, Christ makes a two-fold promise to the overcomers.  What is the promise? 
First, the overcomer is given the right to eat the manna or bread of heaven.  Hidden manna is the bread of heaven, Christ Himself. (John 6:58).  The bread or manna of God is not physical and material bread; it is spiritual.  It is spiritual bread for the soul (Ephesians 1:3). It is the bread that we need more than anything else on earth.  It is the only bread that can permanently feed and meet all your needs. The point is that the person who overcomes worldliness – who stops feeding upon the world – that person will be given the food of heaven itself.  They will be allowed to eat the eternal bread of heaven. 

Second, the overcomer is given a white stone with a new name written on it.  There are an endless number of guesses about what this stone is. One is that the white stone is the means of being admitted into heaven, into God presence.  The new name written on it could either be the name Jesus Christ or the name of the believer. The name of Jesus Christ is the only name accepted for entrance into heaven.  If the name of the believer, then it is their name on the stone as a means to be admitted into heaven. 

10. The church at Thyatira is known as a corrupt and compromising church. But Christ still commends them.  What does He commend them for?

Christ says that He knows all about their works for Him.  

There are works of love and service. 

There are works of faith and patient endurance. 

There was even significant growth in the ministries of the church. 

11. Christ also makes a complaint against the church at Thyatira.  The name Jezebel is used as the foundation for this complaint. What does this mean?

This means that the church is charged with allowing a false prophetess to teach within the church.  Which means the church was tolerating false teaching, seduction, fornication, and idolatry. 
12. What is the warning to those who compromise and are corrupt?  
a. There is the warning to Jezebel.  She is to be cast upon a bed of sickness.  Her judgment was to match her sin, to be a direct result of her sin.  She was to reap what she sowed.

b. There is the warning to those who gave in to her seduction and lifestyle, to those who refused to turn to Christ and to separate themselves from the world.  They were to suffer great tribulation.

c. There is the warning to the children of Jezebel.  Whether they were her real children or those who swallowed her false teaching and worldly lifestyle.  They would be killed.  This could mean death as we know it or could mean the second death, the judgment of eternal death when we stand face to face with Christ in the final judgment day.   
13. Christ tells the church in verses 24 – 25, that He will put no other burden on them, and they are to hold fast to what they have until He comes. What does this mean?

No other burden can refer to the prohibition that was laid on the Gentile Christian by the Jerusalem Council.  They were forbidden to eat meat offered to idols.

No other burden can mean that Christ does not expect the believer to completely separate themselves from the world, not in the sense that they would have to live like a hermit.  We are to live in the world but not be of the world.  There are obvious pleasures and sins of the world and of the flesh that we must not touch.  But there is much on earth that we are to use and enjoy as we walk from day to day.  Christ does not put the burden of extreme restrictions on us; He only demands that we separate and have nothing to do with things that will harm and destroy our bodies, minds, and souls. 
14. There are two wonderful promises made to the believer who overcomes and does not compromise with the world. What are these promises and what do they mean?
The overcomer is given power over the nations.  This is clearly the promise of ruling and reigning with Christ throughout eternity.  The overcomer shall serve the Lord Jesus Christ in the new heavens and earth.

The overcomer is given the morning star.  This is Jesus Christ Himself, “the bright and morning star.” The hearer and the overcomer are to receive Jesus Himself forever and ever, never to be away from Him again. 
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