Answer Sheet 

A Study of the Revelation of Jesus Christ

To John the Apostle

Session 4 – Message to Sardis/Philadelphia/Laodicea
Read: Revelation 3:1 – 22 

The church at Sardis is a church that has an excellent reputation and is highly respected by the community, but it is dead and lifeless.  It is a church that is resting on its laurels and past history, that is reveled in what it used to be.  

1. Jesus Christ has the seven Spirits of God.  This is a reference to the Holy Spirit of God.  The number seven means the sevenfold ministry of the Holy Spirit that Jesus revealed in the upper room.  Read John 14: 16 – 27 and identify the seven-fold ministry of the Holy Spirit. The first one is provided below: 

He is the Comforter, the other Helper. (v.16)

He is the ______________________ (v. 17)

He is the ______________________ (v. 18 – 20)

He is the ______________________ (v. 21 – 22)

He is the ______________________ (v. 23 – 24) 

He is the ______________________ (v. 25 – 26)

He is the ______________________ (v. 27) 

He is the Comforter, the other Helper.
He is the Spirit of truth.
He is the personal presence of Christ.
He is the very special manifestation of Christ within the believer.
He is the abiding presence of the Trinity.

He is the teacher.

He is the peace of Christ.

2. There is no commendation, whatsoever, given this church.  However, there is a problem.  What was the problem? What does this mean? 
The problem is that it was a dying and lifeless church.
This means it was dying spiritually.  It had a form of worship but denied the power of Christ. 

· It was focused on ritual, ceremony, and worship instead of Jesus Christ. 

· It means that it was focused on activities instead of Christ.  

· It means that it conducted activities in order to keep the organization going instead of learning about Christ and sharing the Good News about Christ. 
· It means it held services and activities for social fellowship instead of for spiritual growth.

· It means to sit in worship and Bible classes as a matter of form instead of hungering and thirsting after righteousness.
3. What is the strong two-fold counsel or advice that Jesus gives the church in verse 2? What does this mean?
Jesus tells them they need to “be watchful” and “strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. 
To “watch” means that they need to awaken, to arouse themselves, to stir their minds and thoughts, to become alert and alive to the Lord Jesus Christ and to the Word of God. They needed to rethink why they and the church were here on earth, what their calling was, why they were meeting together as a church, why they were claiming the name of Christ and doing works and carrying on ministries in the name of Christ.
To “strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die” means that the church needed to take hold of their ministries and put new life into them.  

4.  What are the four things that the believers of a dead, lifeless church are warned to do? 
· They must remember how they received and heard the gospel. 

· They must awaken and hold fast to the original spirit that gripped their lives. 

· They must repent.  They needed to turn away from their error and turn back to Christ. 

· They must know that the judgment of Christ will fall upon them if they refuse to repent, and it will fall unexpectedly. 
5. What are three promises made to believers or overcomers of the dead church who keep Christ’s spirit alive and focus on Him and His spiritual purposes for the church?

· The overcomer will be clothed in white.  This is the garment of righteousness and purity, of perfection that shall be given to the believer when he or she enters heaven.

· The overcomer will not be blotted out of the book of life.
· The overcomer will be acknowledged by Christ before God. 

The church at Philadelphia focused upon teaching people to love Christ and to love one another more and more.  The very word Philadelphia means brotherly love or one who loves his brother.  There is no complaint or warning against this church.  Jesus Christ has only praise and exhortation for the church that is alive and faithful.

6. What does it mean for Jesus to be identified as the key of David?  (Also read Matthew 16:19 and Isaiah 22:22)

The key of David is the symbol of authority.  Jesus Christ alone opens and shuts the door into God’s court and presence.  He alone determines who lives in heaven with God the Father. He alone grants entrance into the presence of God.  The door into heaven is opened and closed by Him and Him alone.   No other person or being has that authority.  Jesus Christ alone holds the key to open and shut the door to eternal life.  
7. What are three things Jesus Christ has commended the church at Philadelphia for doing? 

· The church used the open door of evangelism and missions to reach people for Christ. 

· The church kept Christ’s Word; that is, they were faithful to the Word of God.  They obeyed the Lord Jesus Christ, kept His commandments.
· The church confessed Christ; they did not deny the name of Jesus Christ. 

8. What are the five wonderful promises Christ promises to the churches and believers who remain alive and faithful to Him?  What do these promises mean?

· They will be made a pillar in the temple of God. This means that they will become a permanent part of God’s house, of eternal worship and service of heaven.  They will be a vital part.
· They will receive security.  This means they will never again have to go in or out of the city in order to be safe.  They will be free from this sinful and corruptible world, free to live in heaven with God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

· They will receive God’s name.  This is a symbol of possession and of belonging.   The believer will belong to God in an absolute and perfect sense.  The believer will be marked forever as belonging to God totally.  Neither man nor Satan will ever again be able to touch or mark us. 
· They will receive the name of the city of God, the new Jerusalem.  This means they will become citizens of the new Jerusalem, of the capital of the new heaven and earth. 

· They will receive the Lord’s new name.  No one knows what the new name will be, but God Himself, and He has not yet revealed it.

Laodicea is the last church addressed by Christ, and it is the worst church.  Christ does not commend Laodicea at all.  This is the one church about which He has nothing good to say.

9. What was it that made the church at Laodicea so bad, so useless and worthless? What does this mean?
The complaint against Laodicea is Lukewarmness.  Note exactly what Christ says:  the church and its members were “neither cold nor hot.”  

This means they were only lukewarm, only half-committed, only half-hearted.

They were complacent, lethargic, self-satisfied.

They were indifferent and neutral.

10. How does Christ describe Himself to the lukewarm and half-committed church and believer?

What does His description mean? (Read verse 3:14.)
Jesus Christ is the “Amen.”  The term “Amen” is used to close prayer or to declare the truthfulness of some statement.  It is a term that declares and guarantees the truth.  Therefore, Jesus Christ is the Amen, the declaration, the guarantee of the truth.  What He says is totally true and trustworthy.
Jesus Christ is the “faithful and true witness.”  He is faithful to God the Father and He bears a true witness to God the Father. Jesus is perfectly and completely honest.  

Jesus Christ is the “beginning of creation of God.” Jesus Christ is the great Creator of the universe, the Maker and Sustainer of the universe and all that is therein.  
11. Jesus warns the lukewarm and half-committed person: “I will spue (vomit) you out of my mouth.”  What does He mean by using this strong graphic language? What are two reasons He rejects all who are lukewarm and half-committed? (Read verse 3:17.) 
The purpose for this language is because a person who claims to be a follower of Jesus Christ is claiming to be a part of His body, claiming to be nourishment for His body, a part of the growth of His body.  But when a person is lukewarm, they are none of this.  They are like lukewarm food, unappetizing and unwanted.  

Jesus rejects them for two basic reasons:

· The lukewarm make a false profession.  They equated wealth and prosperity with spirituality.  They felt that they had been especially blessed by God because they had been blessed with material possessions and wealth.  They became self-sufficient, independent, and self-centered. They focused on their capability instead of Christ.  They depended upon their ability instead of Christ.  They relied upon their resources instead of Christ. 

· The lukewarm are rejected because of their true condition: they are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.  
a) Wretched means the church was afflicted spiritually, spiritually contemptibly.  In God’s eyes they were spiritually lacking, very much so much that they were inferior. 

b) Miserable means the church was pitied, despicable.  The believers felt self-sufficient and were carrying on all the works of the church, but they were doing it in their own strength. They were missing out on the greatest thing in all the world: the presence and power of Christ.

c) Poor means the church was spiritually poor.  They felt rich and in need of nothing, but in truth they were as spiritually poor as a church and person can be. 

d) Blind means that the church could see only what was in the world: money and human ability and effort. They did not look beyond to the spiritual need of the human soul nor to the possibility of spiritual and supernatural power working within the church and the lives of people. 

e) Naked means that the church failed to see their need for the righteousness of Jesus Christ, for the clothing of Christ’s righteousness.  They believed they could be good enough and do enough good to become acceptable to God on their own. 
12. What are three things that Christ gives counsel and advises the church to do? 

Christ counsels them to buy spiritual gold, spiritual clothing, and spiritual eye salve. 

Christ counsels them to be zealous and repent.

Christ counsels them to open the door of their heart and to let Him in.

13.  Verse 3:20 is one of the most beautiful and meaningful pictures of Christ in all of Scripture.  How is Christ seen in this verse and what do these pictures symbolize? 

· There is the standing Christ.  This symbolizes His readiness to enter the life of a person. 

· There is the knocking Christ.  This symbolizes the seeking Christ.  He actively seeks to enter a person’s heart.

· There is the pleading Christ.  He pleads for entrance.  This symbolizes the compassion of Christ.  He not only knocks, He pleads and begs for a person to open their heart. 

· There is the penetrating Christ.  When a person hears His voice and opens their heart, Christ enters; He penetrates the life of the person.

· There is the companion Christ.  When Jesus Christ enters and penetrates a person’s heart. He lives forever within the life of the person.  He is always present with the person.

14. What is the promise that Christ makes to the person who overcomes lukewarmness and half-hearted commitment to Christ? 
The overcomer shall sit upon the throne of Christ and of God.  They shall rule and reign with Christ forever and ever.  
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