
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Session 5 – New Birth/God’s Love 

Read: John 3:1 – 36  

 

1. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus at night?  What did he know about the kingdom?  

 

Perhaps Nicodemus was afraid of what his peers, the Pharisees, would say about his visit, so he 

came after dark.  He wanted to examine Jesus for himself to separate fact from rumor. 

 

As a Pharisee and learned teacher himself, Nicodemus knew from the Bible the kingdom would 

be ruled by God, it would be restored on earth, and it would incorporate God’s people.  

 

2. Why is being ‘born again’ such a revolutionary concept to Nicodemus and us? 

 

It is revolutionary because it signifies that the kingdom is personal, not national, or ethnic, and 

its entrance requirements are repentance and spiritual rebirth.  Jesus is explaining the 

importance of a spiritual rebirth saying that people do not enter the kingdom by living a better 

life, but by being spiritually reborn.  

 

3. Who is the Holy Spirit?  When did the Holy Spirit first become available to all believers? 

 

God is three persons in one – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  God became a man in 

Jesus so that Jesus could be the ultimate sacrifice and die for our sins.  Jesus rose from the dead 

to defeat death and offer salvation to all people through spiritual renewal and rebirth who 

believed in Him.  When Jesus ascended into heaven, his physical presence left the earth, but he 

promised to send the Holy Spirit so that his spiritual presence would still be among humankind.  

 

The Holy Spirit first became available to all believers at Pentecost (Acts 2).  

 

4. How did Jesus explain the work of the Holy Spirit? 

 

Jesus explained that we cannot control the work of the Holy Spirit.  He works in ways we 

cannot predict or understand.  Just as you did not control your physical birth, so you cannot 

control your spiritual birth.   

The Spirit of God works just like the wind.  We may not know how the wind works, but we can 

see the effects.  It is the same with the Spirit of God: we may not know how He works, but we 

can see the effects of His working. 

 

5.  Read Numbers 21: 4 – 9.  How is this scripture similar to the salvation of believers?  

 

Our salvation happens when we look up to Jesus, believing He will save us.  God has provided 

this way for us to be healed of the deadly bite of sin.  

The serpent is a symbol of the evil one, Satan.  Jesus Christ destroyed the works of the devil by 

being lifted.  Therefore, the serpent hanging upon the pole symbolized the defeat of Satan.  By 

looking upon the defeated evil, Israel was healed.  Today we are healed by looking upon the 

Son of Man who has been lifted upon the cross.  

 



 

 

6. Read John 3:16. To believe is more than an intellectual agreement that Jesus is God.  What does 

it mean for you to believe?  

 

To believe means to put your trust and confidence in Christ that He alone can save you.  It is to 

put Christ in charge of our present plans and eternal destiny.  Believing is both trusting His 

words as reliable and relying on Him for the power to change.  We are to trust and believe in 

Christ’s promise of everlasting life.  

 

 

7. Why are some people disgusted or repulsed by the idea of eternal life?  Why do others not want 

their lives exposed to the light of Christ that has come into the world?   

 

Some people feel that way because their lives are miserable.  They do not want their current life 

to be extended eternally.  

 

People do not want their lives exposed to God’s light because they are afraid of what will be 

revealed.  They don’t want to be changed.  These same people are threatened by your desire to 

obey God and do what is right, because they are afraid that the light in you may expose some of 

the darkness in their lives.     

 

 

8. God sent His Son into the world to save the world, but this does not mean that everyone is 

automatically saved.  Who is condemned (judged)? 

 

The unbeliever is condemned, not the believer.  The person who believes in Christ is acquitted 

as though they have never sinned. (Justified – Just as if I’d never sinned) 

The believer is not to be captivated again by guilt, fear, bondage, or shame.  

The believer is as guilty as the unbeliever, but there is one critical difference: the believer 

believes on Jesus Christ and has committed their life to Him. 

When Jesus talks about unbelievers, he means those who reject or ignore him completely, not 

those who have momentary doubts.  

The great sin of unbelief is that it neglects, ignores, denies, abuses, and rejects God’s Son.    

 

9. Read verse 21. Who escapes condemnation? 

 

a. The believer who practices truth and lives righteously. This does not mean that the believer 

lives perfectly, without ever sinning.  No one is or can be perfect. It means that the believer 

directs their life toward truth. 

b. The person who comes to the Light.  Only the Light (Christ) can dispel the darkness in a 

believer’s life. 

c. The believer who works/deeds are originated and worked in and of God.  The believer who 

comes to Christ lives close to God.  They walk and talk and listen to God (His Word), and 

does what God says.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

10. Why did John the Baptist continue to baptize after Jesus came on the scene? Why didn’t he 

become a disciple too?  

 

John explained that because God had given him his work, he had to continue it until God called 

him to do something else.  God is the one who appoints people.  

John’s main purpose was to point people to Christ.  God did not appoint John to be the Messiah 

but to be the forerunner. Even with Jesus beginning his own ministry.  John could still point 

people to Jesus.  Jesus alone is the Messiah.   

 

 

11. Identify at least 4 things that John said about Jesus being the Bridegroom. 

 

a. The Bridegroom (Christ) is the One by whom the friends stand.  It is true that the friend 

(God’s servant) is important, for he takes care of matters for the bridegroom, and he has 

the privilege of bringing the bride to the bridegroom. But there is only one Bridegroom, 

and He is the focus of the friend’s attention.  

b. The Bridegroom (Christ’s) voice is the voice to be heard.  His voice is the important 

voice.  His will is the will to be done: serving Him and doing what He says are what is 

important.  

c. The Bridegroom (Christ) is the cause of joy.  It is not the friend who brings joy to the 

bride or to the guests and community; it is the Bridegroom.  Everyone’s joy is found in 

seeing the Bridegroom’s will being done and in seeing Him pleased. 

d. The Bridegroom (Christ) is the only object of loyalty.  The words ‘He’ and ‘I’ are an 

emphatic contrast. (Read verse 30) That is to say, there is a compulsion to lift up the 

Person and the honor of the Bridegroom.  In no sense nor in any place does the servant 

try to draw attention, praise, or honor toward himself.  

 

 

12. When does eternal life begin? 

 

Jesus says that those who believe in Him have (not will have) everlasting life.  To receive 

eternal life is to join in God’s life, which by nature is eternal.  This means that eternal life 

begins at the moment of spiritual rebirth.  

God will receive and honor anyone who receives and honors His Son whom He loves so much. 

It does not matter who the person is or what the persons has done.  If the person believes on 

God’s only Son, God gives everlasting life to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


