A Study of the Revelation of Jesus Christ

To John the Apostle

Session 5 – Picture of Things Hereafter
Read: Revelation 4:1 – 5:14 
This passage begins a new vision, the second great vision given to John the Apostle.  In this vision two great things are seen: first the throne of God is seen.  Second, God Himself is seen holding a book which contains the destiny of the world. 

1. As John is given the vision, what are five quick things that happen to him?

2. No human shape or form can describe the One on the throne.  God is described in terms of light, the dazzling light of the most precious gems and jewels of that day.  What do the following represent?
The Jasper stone represents: _________________________________________________
The Sardine stone represents: ________________________________________________

The Rainbow represents: ____________________________________________________

3. Who are the elders of revelation?

4. Read verses 4:4 – 5.  What are the three things that are now added to the throne? What do they symbolize?
5. There are four living creatures who surround the throne of God.  What do these four living creatures symbolize? What is their function around the throne? 
One being was like a lion:  this symbolizes _________________________________

One being was like an ox (calf): this symbolizes _____________________________

One being was like a man: this symbolizes __________________________________

One being was like an eagle: this symbolizes ________________________________

6. What is the function of the 24 Elders?  What lesson can we learn from their actions? 
There should really be no break between chapters four and five.  The same scene of God’s throne is being covered.  God is seen sitting upon His throne and holding a sealed book in His right hand. It has never been opened.  The book is the key to understanding the rest of Revelation.

7.  What are some possible reasons as to why the scroll/book is sealed with seven seals?
8. The search to find someone worthy to open the book fails and John breaks down and cries bitterly.  Why?
9.  God has intervened because He has sent One worthy to open the book of destiny.  Who is He?  Why is he called the “Lion of Judah” and the “Root of David?”  (Find hints by reading Genesis 49:9-10 and Isaiah 11:1.)
10. In verses 5:6-7, we read that God was letting a man see His Son at the throne of God.  He was showing why His Son is worthy to rule and reign over the universe.  What did John notice immediately when he caught his first glimpse of Christ?
11. When the living creatures and elders see the Lamb of God step forward and take the book from God, they fall down in worship and adoration and sing a song to Him.  What are the things they praise Christ for?
12. There is the majestic worship by the angels.  They are the center circle of the praise chorus, and their number is astounding. The idea is that the number is so large that man and his computers could not count the number.  What are the seven points of praise included in their song?
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