
ANSWER SHEET 
A Study of the Gospel according to John 

Session 9 – Authority and Power 

Read: John 5:1 – 47  

 

Chapter 5 reveals Jesus to be the Authority over all life.  He is due the same worship, obedience, and 

service as God; for He is equal with God. 

 

1. In reading verse 10, why was it unlawful for a person to carry their own bed on the Sabbath?  

What law was being broken? 

 

According to the Pharisees, carrying one’s bed on the Sabbath was work and was therefore 

unlawful.  It did not break an Old Testament law, but the Pharisee’s interpretation of God’s 

command to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” Exodus 20:8.  This was just one of 

hundreds of rules they had added to the Old Testament law.   

 

2. This encounter between the Pharisees and the healed man is a picture of dead religion trying to 

meet the world’s desperate need.  How would you define Dead Religion? 

 

• Dead religion is a religion of legalism.  The religionists were trying to meet the needs of 

the people through rules and regulations, ceremony, and rituals. 

• Dead religion is a religion ignorant of true authority.  They should have known that the 

power of God had healed the man and should have been eager to share with the man 

Jesus, the man upon whom such power rested. 

• Dead religion is a religion blind to love and good.  They did not see the good that had 

been done.  They saw only that their position and security were threatened, that someone 

had more power and influence, doing more good than they were. 

 

3. Read verses 13 – 14.  What is the believer’s responsibility in response to what Jesus had done?  

 

• There was the duty to worship.  Note where Jesus found the man – in the temple. 

• There was the duty to remember his healing, his salvation. Note what Jesus said – “See, 

you have been made well.” 

• There was the duty to sin no more. Note Jesus’ caution to the man – “Sin no more, lest a 

worse thing come upon you.” To Repent. 

• There was a duty to witness to others. 

 

4. What are two reasons that the Pharisees sought to kill Jesus? 

 

• He clearly said, “My Father,” claiming that God was His Father and making Himself 

equal with God.  He was clearly claiming that He was “the Son of God,” “the only 

begotten Son of God.” The Pharisees also called God their Father, but they realized 

Jesus was claiming a unique relationship with him.  

• He broke the law against working on the Sabbath, claiming that He had the same 

authority as God, the authority to do good on the Sabbath: to be compassionate by 

teaching and helping and caring for humankind.  

 



5. What is the lesson Jesus wants us to learn from the miracle of healing the man on the Sabbath? 

How does this relate to His claim to be equal with God?  

 

• Jesus wants us to learn that whenever the opportunity to do good presents itself, it 

should not be ignored, even on the Sabbath.  God never ceases to work, even on the 

Sabbath.  It is true that when God created the world, Scripture says He rested on the 

Sabbath day; but this means He rested from His creative work, not from His other work.  

His work of love and mercy, helping and caring, looking after, overseeing, sovereignty 

continued.  

• Jesus said, “And I work,” meaning that He did good on the Sabbath as well as God.  He 

is claiming to have the same right to work even as God works: that is, to erase the wrong 

laws of men and to establish the just and compassionate laws of God.  

 

6. Identify from reading verses 19 – 30 the different proofs that Jesus was equal with God. 

 

The first proof (vs. 19) that Jesus was equal with God was His ______________________. 

 Obedience. He did not act alone.  He did exactly what He saw the Father do.  

The second proof (vs. 20) that Jesus was equal with God was His ____________________. 

 Great works. The Father showed the Son all things which He did. 

The third proof (vs. 21) that Jesus was equal with God was His ______________________. 

 His power to give life. Only God can give life. Just as God does, so does Jesus. 

The fourth proof (vs. 22-23) that Jesus was equal with God was His ___________________. 

 His control over the judicial process.  God has committed all judgment to the Son. 

The fifth proof (vs. 24-25) that Jesus was equal with God was His ____________________. 

 His power over our destiny, the power to save mankind from death to life.  

The sixth proof (vs. 26) that Jesus was equal with God was His ______________________. 

 His energy of life, His self-existence. God is the source, being, power, possessor, 

essence and sovereign of life. 

The seventh proof (vs. 27) that Jesus was equal with God was His____________________. 

 His power to execute perfect judgment over the same trials and temptations, sufferings 

and death, joys and victories that we experience. 

The eighth proof (vs. 28-30) that Jesus was equal with God was His ___________________. 

 His power to resurrect all humankind from the grave, good and evil.   

 

7. When does everlasting life begin? 

 

It begins when you accept Jesus Christ as Savior.  At that moment, new life begins in you (2 

Corinthians 5:17).  It is a completed transaction.  You will still face physical death, but when 

Christ returns again, your body will be resurrected to live forever (1 Corinthians 15).  

 

8. One of the most fundamental laws of society throughout the world is that witness of a person 

must be supported by other witnesses, and at least two witnesses are required.  What or who are 

the witnesses to Jesus’ authority as found in verses 32 – 39? 

 

• There is the witness within, the Holy Spirit (vs. 32). 

• There was the witness of John the Baptist (vs. 33-35). 

• There was the witness of the miraculous works (vs. 36). 

• There was the witness of God Himself. (vs. 37-38). 



• There is the witness of Scripture (vs. 39). 

   

9. Read verses 40 – 47. What are at least five reasons Jesus gave for the people’s rejection of His 

claim to be “equal with God”?    

 

Vs. 40-41. Humankind deliberately chooses to reject Jesus Christ.  They actually exercise the 

will not to come to Him for salvation.  There is a hardness and stubbornness within humankind, 

a rebellion against God. The ‘will’ is stressed.  

Vs. 42. Humankind rejects Christ because they do not love God. The people to whom Jesus was 

speaking professed to love God deeply.  They worshipped faithfully. They knew the Scriptures.  

They were always praying.  They were unashamed to talk about Him.  However, the love of 

God was not in them, not really.  It was not shed abroad in their hearts, not the kind of love that 

honors and praises God, giving all that one is and has to love and help people.  

Vs. 43.  They received false Messiahs. A false messiah is a deceiving person with leadership 

qualities and charisma who has learned to promise what people crave: escapism and 

possessions. They set themselves up claiming that belief in their name, in what they say, will 

meet our needs.  

Vs. 44. They sought the approval and honor of mere men. They do not seek the acceptance and 

approval nor the recognition and honor of God.  They measure themselves against others, not 

against God.  

Vs. 45-47. Humankind did not believe the prophecy.  They did not believe what Moses’ said 

about the promised Messiah.  

  


