
January 20, 2022 

 

Ephesians 4:2-3 “[walk] with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one  

another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

Dear Westgate Family, 

     We are blessed at Westgate to be a congregation united around our love for Christ and each 

other. While strongly held opinions regarding COVID protocols have created divisions 

elsewhere, we have witnessed you “consider one another more important than yourselves,” 

regardless of whether you agree or disagree with implemented safety practices. We thank you 

for that. 

         Due to the high transmissibility of the Omicron Variant and the high number of people 

currently infected, Westgate’s Sunday School classes have been postponed and we are 

providing more effective KN95 masks. For the same reason, the elders have decided to require 

masking in the sanctuary during the worship service on a short-term basis. Though there are 

varied opinions among the elders about how best to handle this situation, we are united and 

trust that this announcement will be met with patience, understanding, and grace. Our desire is 

that the elders’ unity, despite our difference of opinions, will model this gracious posture to the 

church. The parlor will be available for any who prefer to worship without masks and parents of 

young children can use their discretion regarding masks for kids. We are optimistic that this 

change will only be necessary for a few weeks, based on data that suggests the number of 

infections is already declining. The elders will revisit this decision and the relaunching of Sunday 

School classes shortly after the annual meeting on February 2. Thank you for your humility, 

gentleness, patience, forbearance, and love. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach 

out to any of the elders. 

Romans 14:19 “… let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” 

In Christ, 

The Elders 


