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Celebrating 2013
The past year has seen the start of a new life cycle for our
Life Group ministry at West Highland. With the arrival of
Pastor Dave Roberts we have seen a focused effort on 
developing new group leaders, along with starting up new
and rejuvenating some current groups.

Two leadership development sessions have now been 
held, and we have a number of new leaders ready to take 
the helm. Several are already leading groups of their own,

 and in this edition of Leader Link we'll profile a few of 
those.  
We also have a report for from an existing group that has 
experienced a significant rebirth. Armed with a list of 
people within their catchment area, the Brantford Group  
reached out and extended a new invitation for people in 
their area to join their group. Their growth has even seen 
a few people attending from the west end of the 
mountain, as Brantford is just a quick trip down the 403!

Bentley Place  – Andrew Smith
The Bently Place group is a new group in the fall of 2013
and is using the sermon based study. Their group meets 
alternate Thursdays at Andrew and Nadine Smith's home.
Andrew reports that their group has been really 
encouraged by the fellowship and getting into God's word
together.  He comments that Life Group is an avenue to 
growing deeper spiritually, and thinking about the sermon
based questions gives you an avenue to going deeper and 
chew on some of the truths and apply them to your life 
He notes that the insights from other group members and 
what they have learnt from the passages is a further 
benefit of meeting with a Life Group. In addition, their 
group supports each other through a prayer time at the 
close of their time together, and throughout the week.  He
also notes that “Isaac has a million stories and is always 
making us laugh. There is a lot of laughter when we get 
together! God is good.”

(L→R) - Andrew and Nadine Smith, Fei Yuan, Issac Thiessen, 
Aaron and Melissa Hubbell (in the back), Tammy and Ben 
Sovereign (in the front).  Missing : Josh & Elisa Ghent



Chambers Drive (Ancaster) - Steve Dobrenski

The Chambers Drive Life Group is new this fall and has 
met 3 times so far (in 2013). They are expecting to have 
another couple joining the group in the new year. The 
Chamber Group is studying the book of Acts. Since most 
of the group's participants  are relatively new to West 
Highland, they are enjoying the time getting to know 
each other and creating a sense of community.

Brantford – Don Crowder

Thursday evenings have become a priority in the lives of 
the people who comprise the Brantford Life Group.  A 
great spirit has evolved as people of different ages and 
stages of life share fun, food, and fascinating discussions.

The Brantford Group is a sermon-based group and finds 
the discussion a great aid in understanding the Sunday 
message and exploring its impact on individual lives.  
Controversial comments raise the level of animated 
participation and result in considering a topic just a bit 
more intensely.

Having fun is also part of their plan, so they’ve had a pot 
luck, been out to dinner in Port Dover, had a BBQ, and a 
Christmas party this year. Their group adopted the 
Gallants from Church By the Canal in Thorold as a  
missions connection and have provided a Christmas gift 
this year.

One member faced life-threatening illness early in 2013, 
and the group rallied around that couple to pray, support, 
and provide assistance while healing took place.  Late in 
the fall another member has been forced to endure a 
difficult time as a chronic illness cripples normal life.  
While there is little their group can do to help, they 
struggle with her in her pain.  These two serious events 
have knit the group together in a way that had not 
previously happened.

The excitement is contagious as the group is growing and
anticipates additional growth.  New friends and co-
workers are inquiring about attending to enjoy the time 
with new friends.  2014 promises to be a great year! Don 
notes that “we’re grateful God has brought us together 
and are glad to see what he is accomplishing in our lives 
and those of the people who will connect with us in the 
future.”

(L→R) John Maheu , Sarah & Steve Dobrenski, and Stacey & Theo 
Nyburg.  Missing: Rhonda Maheu

(Back - L→R) Lloyd Kemp, Scott Reynolds, Gary & Linda Cooper, Jessie & Michael Liu,  Janet & Jeff Merriam    
(Front L→R)Rhonda Kemp, Joe & Brigette Dearborn, Cherlyn & Don Crowder)                                                    
Missing from the photo are Tanya Reynolds, and Herman and Evelyn VanderMeulen


