
 

 

                                                 Short Summary 

 

                                        HTI Honduras Mission 1014 

 

Pastor Omar invited HTI back to Honduras for the 5th straight year. We 

took 22 team members including Medical, Pharmacy, Dental, Dental 

Hygiene, optical with both Readers and Prescription Glasses and 

Evangelism.  

We were transported in large Army trucks with good Army security. We 

traveled mainly to remote small poor rural mountain villages, We had 11 

days of clinic in 9 different villages.  

We treated about 2500 people’s health problems and saw several 

hundred unreached people accept Jesus' and become Christians. We had 

a fantastic team of Christians who worked and welded together as a very 

close Christian family. 

Our success was so great that Pastor Omar invited us back again next 

July. Several of our team has already signed up again.  

We thank our Lord for the many people that have prayed, worked and 

supported us in so many ways to make this Mission so successful.  

 

Dr. Richard Charlick 

Team Leader                         CONTINUED PAGES FOR DETAILS  



                                                                     

                                           Details of Our 

                          HTI HONDURAS MISSION 2014 

Health Teams International was invited 

for our 5th year to Tegucigalpa, the 

capital of Honduras, the last 2 weeks of 

July, at the invitation of Pastor Omar 

Orlando Solorzano Irias, his wife Sandra 

an M.D., and their daughter Lidia, a 

university graduate who speaks and 

writes good English.  Lidia was our translator between her parents, me 

and our team.  She took care of most all of 

our daily details.  Lidia and I e-mailed 20 to 

25 times during the last year working on all 

types of details.  Pastor Omar's goal is to 

make each year's HTI's mission better than 

the last and this has truly happened. 

 

Several years ago Pastor Omar, an executive with the National Power 

Company felt called to start a church with the purpose of reaching the 

unreached, with the support of his family.  They started a church in 

Tegucigalpa and then extended their 

ministry into surrounding remote 

mountain villages.  They started a 

Saturday church and a school in a 

remote mountain area to teach adults 

how to read and write. Sandra offered 

free health care, with Pastor Omar 



evangelizing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This was so popular that they 

were overwhelmed with people seeking their services.  It was at this 

time they heard of Health Teams International who brought Christian 

health care teams into countries to do the same thing, health care and to 

evangelize the unreached.  I was called and asked to bring our 1st HTI 

team.  It was so successful we have been invited back a total of 5 years 

and Pastor Omar has enthusiastically invited us to return again next July, 

2016.  Several of this year's and previous year's team members have 

already signed up to return. 

 

This July we had 

22 team members.  

This was the 

largest mission 

team out of the 47 

teams that I have 

led, and I couldn't 

have been happier.  

Being in the 

summer makes it 

easier for college 

students and young 

people to have the 

opportunity to come.  We had 9 team members under 25 years old, 

including 4 of my grand children; 2 medical students, 2 premed students, 

1 pre-nursing students and students trained in fitting eyeglasses.  I had 6 

people from my church join me this year.  Many of these young people 

were on their first mission trip and some led people to the Lord for their 

first time. 



 

We traveled out of the Capital 2 to 3 ½ 

hours, one way, each day in 2 large Army 

trucks with all our medical, dental and 

optical supplies, all of 

our translators, helpers 

and two armed Army 

soldiers in each truck who were with us at all 

times.   

 

We had 11 days of clinic and evangelism in 9 

different, poor, remote villages.  We worked out 

of tents, houses, churches and schools.  When 

you come into a small village with over 45 

health care providers, translators, helpers and 

administrators during the rainy season, although we never saw any rain, 

there needs to be lots of planning ahead.  We 

also needed 10-15 local people to help us with 

organization, crowd control, furnishing 

adequate tables and chairs and cooking lunch 

for our translators, soldiers and helpers.  Our 

HTI team brought their own lunch in the form 

of snacks that we brought from the U.S.  Lidia 

furnished ice cold water and sodas.  We were very careful what we ate 

and had no significant health problems. 

 

All our patients were selected months before we came by the local 

authorities and hosts and given tickets to be seen by medical, dental or 



optical.  Without the tickets we would probably have had a massive 

crowd and possibly riots. We worked with pastors, high government 

officials and school principals who closed the school for the day of our 

clinic. 

 

I feel the unusually great success of this 

mission was to very carefully select 

committed Christians who knew what to 

expect and what our goals were.  Our team 

welded together as a fantastic Christian 

family.  Many of our team members, 

especially our young people admitted that 

this experience increased their Christian faith immensely and several 

have signed up for next year's mission already. 

 

Actually when we evaluate the success of 

this mission it involved several hundred 

people;   each family of our team members 

who encouraged, prayed for and helped with 

financial support; our hosts Pastor Omar, 

Sandra and Lidia who took their vacations to 

be with us full time; Sandra's 85 year old 

mother and father who cooked our team a 

delicious, safe dinner in their home each 

evening; Dr. Conrotto who had been our 

lead physician the previous 4 years ordered 

and pre-packaged all our medications with 

the help of his family and friends even 



though he could not join us this year.  He had his lower leg amputated a 

couple months before we left as a partial result of his diabetes.  He is 

recovering well and with his new prosthesis is planning to join us again 

next year. 

 

Holland Kendall loaned us free a $12,000 

auto refractor and computer with a special 

computer program and trained several 

teammates to fit patients with prescription 

eyeglasses.  He furnished us for a very small 

fee 1600 pair of prescription eyeglasses, 

special boxes and bags to organize the 

glasses and carry them on the plane as luggage.  We took all our own 

medical supplies and equipment in our luggage.  Delta Airlines gave us a 

special grant of  $1000 off our luggage as a charitable organization 

helping people in poor countries.                   

 

There were many, many other people that helped us with supplies, 

equipment, prescription and reader eyeglasses and toothbrushes.  Some 

organizations gave us big discounts and many of our families, friends 

and church people helped financially and prayed for us.  My Sunday 

school class gave us designated money to buy 200 Bibles and World 

Missionary Press donated another 200 Bibles.  I could go on and on but 

you can begin to see this mission involved hundreds of people to be 

successful. 

 



Honduras has the poorest health care system 

of any country in the Western Hemisphere.  

We treated health care problems of 

approximately 2500 people with our 2 

physicians, 1 nurse-practitioner, 1 very 

experienced mission nurse, 2 medical 

students, 1 premedical helper, 1 nurse 

pharmacist, 2 dentists, 2 dental hygienists, 4 

people trained to operate the auto refractor and 

several team mates trained to fit reader glasses.  

All these treatments were free but most were 

temporary.  

 

The most important service we gave 

many of these people was not 

temporary, it was eternal and that 

was introducing them to the Good 

News of Jesus Christ, teaching and 

helping them how to become 

Christians.  We had several hundred 

unreached people become Christians 

and many that rededicated their lives to Jesus. 

 

Many of our team mates helped their 

patients and even our soldiers to become 

Christians.  Pastor Ed Pedley, my cousin, 

just retired from many years as a pastor just 

weeks before our mission, I put in charge 



of our evangelism and prayer room.  Steve 

Elmer, a strong Christian, husband of Renee, 

our N.P., came along and helped Ed full time 

with evangelism.  Whenever time permitted 

Pastor Ed taught several of the young people 

not only to pray with the needs of our 

patients but he also taught them how to 

lead the unreached to become Christians.  

With Pastor Ed teaching, Luke, one of my 

grandsons, led the 1st 2 people in his life to 

become Christians and needless to say he 

was very excited. 

 

Pastor Ed and his wife Charlotte invited me and my wife Dora May, to 

go on our 1st mission trip in 1980 to help sponsor 14 young people from 

our church on a mission to Haiti.  Needless to say I was so personally 

rewarded that I have led 47 Christian health care missions since with my 

wife frequently as my helper. 

 

It has been my experience that over 80% of my first time team mates 

that go with me on a mission are so 

greatly rewarded by our Lord that they 

go on additional mission trips.  Some 

have become full time missionaries.  I 

warn all my first time Christian mission 

team members that missions can be 

very addicting.  The Lord gives each 



team member a great sense of peace, 

satisfaction and happiness that is difficult to 

explain. 

 

One of our interesting village experiences 

occurred on our second day.  Stephanie was 

married and eight months pregnant for her 

first child.  She had been one of our lead 

translators on several previous years.  She 

was very well liked by all.  She felt great and 

planned to travel with us and continue 

translating.  Our second village was 3 ½ hour 

out of the capital with 2 hours on very rough, 

dirt mountain roads in the back of the Army 

truck with steel seats.  We all made it fine but 

around mid-day Stephanie's water broke.  Fortunately our lead 

physician, Dr. Patricia Summers was a semi retired ob-gyn specialist.  

After examination Dr. Summers 

felt Stephanie had time to return 

the 3 ½ hours to the capital to her 

regular doctor and hospital.  Dr. 

Summers went with her to the 

hospital.  Later that evening 

Stephanie gave birth to a beautiful 

8.5 lb. baby girl.  All did fine, but 

for the first few moments in the 

very remote village when Stephanie's water first broke there was a little 

excitement.  

 



One middle age gentleman came into the medical clinic and taught us all 

a good lesson.  He had been previously attacked one night by a man with 

a machete.  He had one arm cut off below his elbow; he had had several 

cuts in his other hand and wrist and his neck was severely cut; he was 

left for dead.  Someone found him in time to save his life.  He was 

missing one arm with several scars in his other wrist, hand and neck; but 

he was a very happy man.  He said he had become a Christian and didn't 

feel God wanted him to hate anyone, so he went to the man who 

attacked and nearly killed him and forgave him; now they are friends.  

He pointed out the man that had attacked him as he was in the same 

room also getting medical treatment.  A lesson we could all learn from. 

 

My grandson, Marcus Charlick has come with me to Honduras for 4 

years and helped run the auto 

refractor and fit prescription 

eyeglasses.  He just graduated 

this spring from a Christian 

school where he took 6 years 

of Spanish and graduated near 

the top of his class.  He was 

pleased that this year he could 

communicate with his patients 

directly in Spanish without a 

translator.  He had lots of motivation to learn Spanish; it worked out 

well.  He now is in Colorado Christian University, on the soccer team, 

studying premed and hopes to return again next year. 

 



Our youngest nurse acted as our 

pharmacist and was normally very 

busy but felt she was not getting 

enough time to share Jesus with her 

patients.  One time when the doctors 

and nurses were on break or lunch 

she had some free time.  She took her 

translator outside where there was a 

crowd waiting and asked if there was anyone who was not a Christian.  

One man raised his hand a little, she said, come with me.  They went 

inside the clinic and she shared the Good News of Jesus and led him to 

become a one happy Christian. 

 

In dentistry Dr. Black and I didn't have as 

many patients for extractions.  While we 

were waiting for our anesthesia to work we 

had an opportunity to talk more with our 

patients.  I had the privilege to lead 29 

unreached people to the Lord and Dr. Black 

did about the same.  We took pictures of each 

person making a decision and printed out a copy for the patient on a 

simple Polaroid printer.  The picture 

had a date on it so each person could 

remember the most important day of 

their life; the day they decided where 

they were going to spend eternity after 

this life was over.  It also made it easy 

to count the decisions that were made 

by counting the pictures on our camera. 



 

Both Dr. Black and I had several people who felt they had become 

Christians as a child but had not been following Jesus' teachings and 

were anxious to rededicate their lives to Jesus. 

 

I had the opportunity to lead a mother and 

her 6 year old daughter to the Lord.  I was 

actually amazed that the 6 year old knew 

exactly what she was doing and repeated 

everything back to me.  This was the 

youngest person I have ever led to the 

Lord and I was very excited. 

 

I had one young man in his mid 20's who came to me to get several 

abscessed, infected, aching teeth removed.  He asked why we were there 

and eventually what Christians believed.  After I shared with him he 

asked to become a Christian.  

We developed a friendship.  

He told me he had been into 

the United States twice.  Once 

over the Texas Rio Grande 

River and once through the 

California border.  He was 

caught both times and sent 

back to Honduras.  I asked him 

why he wanted to come to the 

U.S. do bad.  He told me the following story; he said he has a wife, a 

two year old son and a widowed mother.  They are living in a one room 



shack.  He has tried for years to get a job, any kind of job because he 

was responsible to take care of them but cannot get any kind of job.  

There are no jobs in Honduras.  Normal wages are $5.00 to $6.00 a day 

with prices similar to the U.S.  He said the Government does not help us 

in any way, no food stamps, welfare, social security or disability for my 

mother.  They help in no way.  I want to get a job so I can support my 

family and I hear there are jobs in the U.S. that pay much more than in 

Honduras.  Currently my family is eating garbage.  They are going to 

starve to death. 

 

I had an opportunity to lead a young mother and 

father who had 2 young children to be 

Christians.  I was amazed at how excited they 

were to become Christians and their desire to 

raise their children to become Christians. 

 

One very tough looking 20 year old man told me he had accepted Jesus 

as a young child but had been very bad at leading a Christian life.  When 

I asked him if he would like to rededicate his life to Jesus and start living 

a Christian life he said he sure would like to.  I counseled with him for 

about 30 minutes and was totally 

surprised at his desire and sincerity 

to change his life to honor Jesus.  

We prayed together and he asked 

God to forgive him for all his bad 

deeds and help him to live a life that 

would please Jesus.  He was very 

sincere; I was convinced he meant it. 



 

After he left one of the local leaders came up to me and asked if I knew 

who I had just been talking to.  He then told me this man was the 

strongest gang leader in their whole area and sometimes he had more 

power than the police.  I was shocked and just prayed that the Holy 

Spirit would work in this man's heart and change his life as he had told 

me and prayed to God.  I do not change people's lives, only God and the 

Holy Spirit does.  I am simply acting as God's messenger.  I will 

probably never know the results here on earth but will continue to pray 

for this man. 

 

One 50 year old widowed lady taught me 

something new in my 58 year old dental 

career. She came in with 16 teeth decayed 

to the gum and 16 teeth missing. I ask her 

who extracted the missing 16 teeth. She 

said no one. I have no money. After 

having 10 children my husband left me. I 

raised all 10 children but now I live with 

my son and his family. I asked how the 16 mission teeth came out. She 

said after being black, abscessed and rotten for many years they finally 

fell out by themselves. I asked her what she 

are and she said eggs. Several of the teeth 

that were left were ready to fall out and came 

out very easy. For anyone that has had an 

abscessed tooth, can you image the pain of 

having 32 abscessed  teeth. She admitted she 



could never remember when she did not have pain in her mouth. She 

became a Christian and I easily extracted the remaining 16 teeth so 

shortly she will have a pain free mouth. 

 

Steve and Renee Elmer collected 

$875.00 in donations from family 

and friends and donated it to Dr. 

Sandra, M.D. as a gift to help her 

buy needed medical equipment.  

They also brought along a suitcase 

of good donated children's clothes.  

Pastor Omar was delighted to give 

to the poorest of the poor in Jesus' name. Steve brought a new soccer 

ball and pump for each of our village host. 

 

Many of our team mates led people to our 

Lord.  I could probably write another book 

about all the exciting things that happened.  

The basic statistics were:  we treated 2000-

3000 people's health problems, medical, 

dental and optical.  Dental hygiene was one 

of our most sought after services.  We had several hundred decisions for 

Christ and recommitments.  We handed out 400 easy to read Spanish 

New Testaments, mostly to new Christians, with their promise that they 

would read it.  We also gave everyone a pamphlet on how to become a 

Christian. 

 



Pastor Omar said this mission was one of his ministries' most valuable 

outreach to the unreached and he immediately invited us to return next 

July. 

 

I personally felt many of our team mates grew 

spiritually.  I was thankful for the many 

hundreds of God's family that worked together 

to make this possible.  I was very happy for 

the thousands of people we were able to help 

with their health problems and fit with 

eyeglasses.  But my greatest joy was to see 

the hundreds of lives that were changed for 

eternity by understanding and accepting 

Jesus. 

I do not know how we could be blessed any greater.  Thank you Jesus! 

Peace and Joy in Jesus Christ 

Richard E. Charlick DDS, MS, Author 

Pres/CEO Health Teams International 

Assoc. Prof. Emeritus U. of Mich. Dental School 

10056 Applegate Lane 

Brighton, MI 48114 

Cell 810-923-2223 

E-mail: ddchar@earthlilnk.net 

Team Leader 



 

  

 

 

 


