Group Discussion Guide

We are about to launch into the most significant venture our church has ever
pursued! God has given us a big vision and I can’t wait to see how our church family
responds!
As a Small Group leader, you are going to be on the front lines of fielding questions
and helping people process through all the messages from the Go Beyond series. I
want to encourage you to be extra prepared for your gatherings during this
particular series.
Anytime we hit on topics of giving and sacrifice, there are people who get
uncomfortable, defensive and even negative. Don’t be surprised by this, anticipate
tough questions and pushback, but also be ready for great change and maturing in
the lives of those who have an open heart to God’s leading.
Go Beyond is so much more than a series, in fact, I believe it’s going to be one of the
biggest faith building experiences our church family will ever have. I’m filled with
anticipation, excitement and joy that God is giving us all the opportunity to make an
eternal impact in our community.
Pray for me as I preach, and I’ll pray for you as you lead your small groups! Thank
you for pouring into people and all the time you invest in your preparations!
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As we begin this new series “Go Beyond” we want to help ensure your group can get
the most out of your meeting and discussions times. This guide is designed for you
as a leader to help guide the discussion and challenge group members to go beyond
themselves to impact their community for the gospel. Below are the sections you will
see each week and their intended purpose.

Jump In
These sections are designed for you as a leader to read aloud and begin the
discussion time. These sections will often supplement the sermon for the week. They
are not meant to be a review or substitute for having attended the sermon each
weekend before the group.

Let’s Talk
These are your discussion-based questions. These are meant to be more of an
entry level discussion questions for the group.

Conclusion
This is the main idea of the discussion. It is really meant to help you as a leader keep
the discussion focused on the main topic.

Time to get real
This section is designed to take a more personal and deeper look at the topic. This is
where people face the reality of what we are studying for the current week. Read
the entry paragraph and use the questions to guide the discussion.

Prayer and Fasting
Take time to discuss how God is working through the Prayer and Fasting guide this
week.

What next
The message of Jesus guides our prayer- Use this section to guide your prayer
time both during your group meeting and throughout the week.
Jesus transforms our hearts- a section on transformational thoughts for people to
consider during the upcoming week.
The Gospel powers our life-this section is designed to be real, practical activities for
the week to help people put the main ideas into practice.
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Jump In
Go Beyond is not just a series about the next season of White Flag or a series to get
through. It’s not about growing to 4343, it’s not about more money, it’s not even
about a new building. Go Beyond is really about who we are as followers of Jesus
Christ.
The Gospel of Jesus has changed our lives. God has changed our hearts and saved
us from the corruption of the world. Put simply, because of what God is doing in our
lives we are different people; we are something new. What Jesus has done for us
gives us a chance for a brand-new life. What Jesus is doing in our hearts changes
our desires, it gives us a new family of believers and a place to belong. It gives us a
purpose different than the world around us.
The truth is that we live in a world that feels the effect of sin every day. It affects us,
our friends and our families. Our human nature says that it’s all about me, my needs,
my wants and my desires. As we grow in our relationship with Jesus our hearts
should begin to change. The way we love others as ourselves should become evident
to the world around us. Our lives should become less worldly-centered and more
Christ-centered. As our lives change, we begin to see less importance in the things of
this world and more importance in the things that matter to God. We begin to be a
part of the mission of God. At its core this is what Go Beyond is really about.
During week 1 of Go Beyond we are looking at how our impact can go beyond. In the
early church the impact of the Gospel started locally and quickly spread beyond the
original group of followers. Those early followers had an incredible impact on the
people in their community and far beyond to the surrounding world. As followers we
also have an opportunity to go beyond the four walls of the church and beyond the
people who are currently a part of White Flag.
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Let’s talk about how we can all make an impact.
Scriptures Acts 1:8, 2:45
1. What part of the vision for Go Beyond stood out to you the most?
2. Reading Acts 1:8, what does that verse say to you about the need to not just
stay with the way things are?
3. Read Acts 2:45. How does this verse speak to how we will accomplish this
vision at White Flag?
4. Is there a part of the vision that you are really excited about? How do you
plan to be a part of it?
Conclusion: All of us have an impact to make to advance the kingdom of God.

Time to get real
We have all been seduced by what the world has to offer and still found ourselves
not feeling fulfilled. We have put our faith in Jesus and still we fall short of what God
is calling us to do in life and how we are to live. Being really honest, all of us still fall
short. We are all striving daily to be more like Jesus and less like the world, but sin
keeps us from what God is calling us to do.
How has sin prevented you from stepping fully into the mission of God in this
world?
How does trusting the gospel free you to take a step of faith even if doesn’t
always makes sense to you or the world around you?
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Prayer and Fasting
As you have been participating in the prayer and fasting guide this week talk about
what God is impressing upon you.

What next?
The message of Jesus guides our prayer: Lord help me make an impact that goes
beyond my life. Help me understand that you are calling me to follow you and make
an impact that goes beyond my home and my circle of friends.
Jesus transforms our hearts: What is one thing that the gospel tells you about God
or yourself that you are struggling to believe right now? Who can you confess that
to this week?
The Gospel powers our life: The gospel should have a real impact on your life and
your relationships. There are currently people in your life whether a family member,
a friend, or a coworker who currently don’t know Jesus. This week invite them to
attend White Flag with you. Be praying that your invitation is the moment that God
uses to change their life. Share the name with another person in your group who will
hold you accountable to make the invitation.
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Jump In
People love a good adventure story: the twist, the turns, the action. What is your
favorite adventure story? And why?
Faith is an interesting word. You could ask 10 people to define faith and you will likely
get 10 different answers. Some will say it is hope without reason, some will say it’s a
way to deal with things out of our control. But when it comes to faith in God it is
defined as believing that the God, we see in the bible is the God we serve. Faith in
Him means we trust that He is true to His word. When we fear things it often reveals
a lack of trust in God in those areas of our lives. Often times faith in Him continues to
be built as God reveals himself trustworthy and faithful in the midst of our fears.
The Bible is filled with stories of people who faced their fears and put their trust in
God. Abraham left all that he knew and set out on the journey God had laid in front
of him. Moses led the people even when he didn’t feel up to the task because he
trusted God. The disciples boldly proclaimed the Gospel to the world even under
threats and persecution. Faith is trusting God even when the world says it doesn’t
make any sense. Let’s look at ways’ faith can go beyond.
Faith is often thought of in the context of what we do not know. But in reality, faith is
trusting what we do know even in the midst of the unknown. Life can often be a
series of “what if” questions, but faith is trusting in who God is and what he has
already done.
Faith in who God is and what he has done is expressed in how we live our lives. It
shows itself in the way we work, live and enjoy our lives. What happens when life
doesn’t turn out the way we wanted or planned? Does that mean our faith was
misplaced? Faith isn’t about the outcome; faith is not a this for that formula. There
will be times when faith doesn’t produce the desired outcome, but faith is trusting
that God is still in charge in those moments. In fact, our faith is often increased when
we see how God comes through in the midst of our trials.
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Let’s talk about faith
Read Luke 7:1-10. Then ask someone in the group to summarize the story in their
own words.
1. What about the Centurion’s faith sticks out to you in the story?

2. How did Jesus respond to this man’s act of faith?

3. Does this man’s faith speak to you about the type of faith you should have?
How?
Conclusion: Often times our actions speak more clearly and loudly than our
words ever do.

Time to get real
Despite the fact we have put our trust in God, and we know what Jesus did on the
cross for us we still fall short. We are still an unfinished work and sin is still an issue
for us. As you answer the questions below be honest with yourself and your group.
When we talk about having the kind of faith that pleases Jesus it can often
make you nervous. What about that kind of faith in Jesus makes you
nervous?
In what area of your life do you have the most fear when it comes to trusting
Jesus? Why do you think you have that fear?
What are some ways that you can take practical steps in order to increase
your faith in those areas?
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Prayer and Fasting
As you have been participating in the prayer and fasting guide this week talk about
what God is impressing upon you.

What next?
The message of Jesus guides our Prayer: God thank you for the ability and
opportunity to put my faith in you. In those moments that my faith seems weak help
me to have the kind of faith that is pleasing to you.

Jesus transforms our hearts: In what areas of your life is your faith not what it
should be? Take some time to share with someone an area of your life where faith
feels week.

The Gospel powers our life: This week make it a point to journal everyday with
this question guiding the journaling “How has God been faithful in my life today?”
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Jump In
When someone says the word “love,” what do you think of? How about trying to
define it? It’s not so easy to define because it’s a word that gets thrown around for
all sorts of things. I love my house. I love my car. I love my pet. I love my coffee (ok
maybe this one is accurate). Try replacing the word love with another word to
describe your feelings about those things.
But is your love of those things on equal standing as the love of your spouse, your
kids how about your family? What about your love of God? Or God’s love for you?
The bible says that by his very nature God is love. It is not something he does; it is
who he is.
Jesus summed up all of the commands of God into two commandments that
center on love.

Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 22:37-39
Love is more than a feeling and goes deeper than any infatuation. Love takes the
initiative; love compels you to do good for your neighbor. Love is a choice; love is
determining to seek the benefit of your neighbor. Love is a lifestyle; love is your
defining characteristic. Love is your obedience to who God has called you to be.
Even from the time of Exodus the focus on showing the world God’s love was
evident. Look at the 10 commandments. The first 4 center around loving God and
the other 6 centers on loving your neighbor.
As we prepare to “Go Beyond” ask yourself how you are demonstrating God’s love
to your neighbors, even the ones that you haven’t met.
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Let’s talk about love.
Read: 1 John 4:7-21
1. In your own words what do you think is the definition of love? After everyone
has given a definition of love read the actual definition of love.

2. What are some things you notice from these passages? Who is John writing
to?

3. What words do you notice that are repeated in this passage? How many
times is love mentioned?

4. What is the writer trying to convey to the readers?

5. Why do you think he emphasizes this so much?

6. Read verse 8 again. How does this statement make you feel? “Anyone who
does not love does not know God” What does he mean by this? Explain.
Conclusion: The way we love other people is a response to the way God loves us.
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Time to get real
Despite the fact we have put our trust in God, and we know what Jesus did on the
cross for us we still fall short. We are still an unfinished work and sin is still an issue
for us. As you answer the questions below be honest with yourself and your group.
When we talk about loving others the way that God loves us how does that
challenge you and your personal wants and desires?
In what area of your life do you need to learn to love people better? Is it a
family member? A coworker? Maybe someone who makes life difficult for
you?
What are some ways that you can take practical steps in order to show
people the way you love them?

Prayer and Fasting
As you have been participating in the prayer and fasting guide this week talk about
what God is impressing upon you.

What next?
The message of Jesus guides our Prayer: God teach me to love more like
Jesus. Even when I don’t agree with others or maybe they aren’t very loveable at
the moment. Teach me to see them the way you see them.

Jesus transforms our Hearts: Jesus transform me. Help me to see those areas
of my life where my love is not what it should be and help me to love like you.

The Gospel powers our life: This week when you face a person that is difficult to
love a person you may typically hide from whether at work or at home take a
moment and remember the way that Christ loves them. Take note of how that
changes your interaction.
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Jump In
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love,
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God. -Ephesians 5:1-2
Part of the journey we take when we follow Jesus is growing as disciples to the point
of sacrificing for the good of the gospel. Our sacrifice is an acknowledgement that
the things of God have an eternal impact versus the things of this world that will
fade and lose their value. It is also admitting that God is able to do more with what
we sacrifice than we could ever hope to do. My time, my possessions and my
finances have a greater impact when I am willing to sacrifice for the gospel than they
will if I try to control them. What are the things we sacrifice for?
We sacrifice to show the world the love of God. We have been changed by the love
of God. We know that his love is never failing, unchangeable and it is forever. But
perhaps the reason we sacrifice so much for the love of God is we know that we can
do nothing to earn it, it is relentless, and it is not based on our actions. It’s the kind of
love that changes everything.
We sacrifice so others can hear the Word of God. We live in a world that needs to
hear the word of God. God makes himself known to the world through His word. It is
where people find the story of hope in this broken world.
We sacrifice to be a part of the mission of God. We were created by God to be a
part of working towards accomplishing His mission here on earth. We sacrifice to be
a part of spreading the Gospel and creating opportunities for people to know and
worship Him all around the world.
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Let’s talk about sacrifice.
Read Philippians 1:3-6
1. What stands out to you about what Paul is writing to the Philippians?

2. What does this passage say to you about how we are to sacrifice for God?

3. Why do you think Paul talks about the partnership he has with the Philippians?
Does being in partnership change the way you think about sacrificing for the
Gospel?

Conclusion Sacrificing for God means committing all of life to the glory of God;
embracing His will and His way in everything we are and do.

Time to get real
Despite the fact we have put our trust in God, and we know what Jesus did on the
cross for us we still fall short. We are still an unfinished work and sin is still an issue
for us. As you answer the questions below be honest with yourself and your group.
What are some ways that not making a sacrifice for God might be robbing
Him of Glory in your everyday life?
What does it mean to be sacrificing daily for God?
What do you believe that sacrificing for the love of God or His word or mission
might change in your day to day life?
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Prayer and Fasting
As you have been participating in the prayer and fasting guide this week talk about
what God is impressing upon you.

What next?
The message of Jesus guides our Prayer: God teach me to sacrifice for your
cause. Help me make sacrifices in my daily life so that more people may come to
know you and be saved by your son.

Jesus transforms our Hearts: Jesus this week help me see those times I have
viewed the world for what it can give. Instead change my heart to see what I can
give to give you glory in this world.

The Gospel powers our life: This week spend time in prayer asking God to help
you remain faithful to the promised sacrifice you have committed to making. When
the temptation comes to not be sacrificial pray God reminds you of the impact your
sacrifice will have on other people.
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