GREATER LOVE

WEEK 3
LOVING THE UNLOVABLE MANIPULATORS

Key Scripture:
Jesus turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are
a stumbling block to me; you do
not have in mind the concerns of
God, but merely human
concerns.”
Matthew 16:23

Manipulation Questions &
Answers:
What does manipulation look
like?
Manipulators exploit the
weaknesses & insecurities of
others to exercise control.
Why is manipulation so bad?
The biggest danger of being
manipulated is you’re
surrendering the direction of
your life to someone other
than God.
How do you stop a manipulator?
Awareness & boundaries.
How do you still love the
manipulator?
Carefully! Don’t let them
wreck lives (especially yours);
tell them what they’re doing;
extend grace from a distance.

Start celebrating. Revisit action item(s) from last week.
• In what ways did God reveal to you that you’re the critical
person in other people’s lives?
Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.
• Do you have manipulative people in your life?
• Think back through Paul’s message. What sticks out to you?
Start sharing. Choose questions that create openness.
• Read aloud the 3 biblical examples of manipulators capitalizing
on somone’s weakness & insecurity. After reading each one,
discuss what the story teaches you about manipulation.
o Jacob manipulated Esau – Genesis 25:29-33
o Delilah manipulated Samson – Judges 16:15-16
o Herodias manipulated Herod – Mark 6:17-28
• What has manipulation looked like in your life?
• In what ways has manipulation negatively impacted your life?
• Paul talked about 2 common manipulators (the bully & the
victim); thinking of manipulative people in your life, which of
those categories do they tend to fall into?
• What boundaries have you set in your life to protect from
manipulation? How have those boundaries helped?
Start digging. Scriptures to study during the week.
Genesis 25:29-33 | Judges 16:15-16 | Mk 6:17-28 | Mt 16:21-23
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically.
God, help us love the unlovable and manipulative people in our
lives. Allow us to love that person more fully by making us aware of
how and why they are manipulative and by revealing to us the
boundaries needed in our lives to protect ourselves from further
manipulation. Allow us to see the manipulative people in our lives
as you do and to set proper, healthy boundaries the way Jesus did.
Make us more like Christ in the way we love unlovable people.
Start doing. Commit to a step, and live it out this week.
Set boundaries to protect against manipulation. Work with
someone in your group to identify how you can create boundaries
that will create protection from a manipulative person in your life.

“Your relationship with Jesus
begins at surrender.”
~Paul Wingfield~

