OH!

THE PARABLE OF THE 10 VIRGINS
WEEK THREE

Key Scripture:
“Later the others also came.
‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the
door for us!’ But he replied,
‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know
you.’ Therefore keep watch,
because you do not know the
day or the hour.”
Matthew 25:11-13

Start celebrating. Revisit action item(s) from last week.
•

Did you forgive someone last week?

Start thinking. Ask questions to get your group thinking.
•

Every person born into this world has a sin problem; we cannot
control or solve the sin so we need a savior – have you done
business with the Lord to deal with your sin problem?

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group.
•
•
•

Think back through Paul’s message. What sticks out to you?
How do you feel about deadlines; embrace or avoid?
Share a story about a time that you missed a deadline.

Start sharing. Choose questions that create openness.
•

3 Parables / 3 Big Ideas:
1. The return of Jesus will be
unexpected.
Matthew 24:42-44
2. The return of Jesus will be
sooner than expected.
Matthew 24:45-51
3. The return of Jesus will be
later than expected.
Matthew 25:1-13

•
•
•

What is something you learned about the timing of Jesus’
return from this message that you didn’t know before?
In what ways are you putting your walk with the Lord off for
later, assuming you have ample time to do so?
Be honest: do you fear Jesus’ return or are do you look
forward to it?
How are you actively living your life to help other people figure
out that Jesus’ return is unexpected and sooner & later than
expected?

Start digging. Scriptures to read during the week.
Matthew 24:1-35 (Story leading up to the parables)
Matthew 24:36-25:13 (Parables)

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically.

“You can miss a lot of
deadlines, but missing
the wrong one can
really cost you!”
~Paul Wingfield~

Father, though we do not know when it will come, we long for the
return of Jesus. In the meantime, we will wait; not patiently or
anxiously, rather, we will wait diligently. We will live as if a deadline
is approaching. We will live as if we are surrounded by many who
are unaware a deadline is coming. We will live here in anticipation
for the glory that awaits us, because we’ve done our business with
you to deal with our sin problem. Thank you for offering that to us.

Start doing. Commit to a step, and live it out this week.

Do an assessment of your life – are you prepared only for the
deadlines the world puts in front of you? Or, are you prepared for
one of the two ultimate deadlines you’ll face (death or Jesus’
return)? If you can’t say that you are truly ready (and, therefore,
excited) for Jesus’ return, you need to do business with God this
week before the deadline comes like a thief in the night.

