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Zion Trumpet 

 “The harvest truly is great, 
but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send out    
laborers into His harvest. 
Go your way; behold, I send 
you out as lambs among 
wolves.”    (Luke 10:2-3) 

The Gospel for the Feast of 

St. Luke, Evangelist  
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St. Luke, Evangelist                  by Father Braden 

 

Sections of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles are unusual in their 
use of the pronoun “we” – portions of the Book change from 
describing the history of the nascent Church from outside of the 
events, employing the first person plural, adding the author to 
those directly involved in the events.  For example, in Acts 16, St. 
Paul is given to see a vision of a man. There we read “And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and 
pleaded with him, saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 
But there is a significant change in the next verse – see if you can 
find it:  “Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought 
to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to 
preach the gospel to them.” 

Did you see it?  The 
author, who had 
chronicled the events, 
begins to describe the 
post-vision events using 
“we” – “…immediately 
we sought to go to 
Macedonia, concluding 
that the Lord had called 
us to preach the Gospel 
to them.”  The author 
adds himself to the 
scene. He is one of those 
“called to preach the 
Gospel” alongside of 
Paul. See if you can find 
the same change in Acts 
20:5ff and Acts 27:1. 

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles was written by St. Luke, as 
was the Gospel that bears his name.  In Acts St. Luke provides a 
personal “travelogue”, recording for all time his participation in 
the Second and Third great Missionary Journeys of the Apostolic 
Church, led by St. Paul.  On the Second Missionary Journey St. 
Luke accompanied St. Paul from Troas to 
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Philippi (Acts 16:10-17). On the Third 
Missionary Journey St. Luke accompanied St. 
Paul from Philippi to Jerusalem (Acts 20:5-21), 
and then to Rome.  Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 
4:11, and Philemon 24 record that St. Luke 
remained with St. Paul in Rome during Paul’s 
captivity there. Colossians 4:14 records that St. 
Luke was “the beloved physician.” What a 
great help and comfort St. Luke must have 
been to St. Paul in the midst of his tribulations! 

One ancient manuscript of the New 
Testament, Codex Bezae (“D”, 5th century, of 
which 406 parchment leaves remain, including 
most of the Gospels, the Book of Acts, and a 
small section of 3 John) may infer that St. Luke 
was among the believers in Antioch (Acts 
11:28).  Eusebius, Jerome and others also 
record that Luke was among the Christians in 
Antioch. 

Origen (of Alexandria, d. 253) identified St. 
Luke as the “brother” spoken of in 2 
Corinthians 8:18, a relation celebrated in the 
Collect of the Book of Common Prayer 
(Anglican) for the Feast of St. Luke: “Almighty 
God, which hast called Luke the Physician, 
whose praise is in the Gospel…” (taken from 
my copy of the 1623 Book of Common 
Prayer).   

Church Father and historian Eusebius (of 
Cesaraea, d. 339) places Luke’s birth in 
Antioch.  St. Luke, although not specifically 
named, has also been held to have been among 
the Seventy (Luke 10:1), and one of the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-
35).  Other non-Biblical traditions record that 
St. Luke was not married, and that he wrote 
the Gospel that bears his name in Greece 
(Achaia). Jerome names Luke as one of the 
bearers of Paul’s Epistles to Corinth.  A much 
later tradition attributes to St. Luke great 
artistic skills, and holds that he is the artist 
responsible for a painting of Mary, the Mother 
of our Lord.   

The Apostolic Symbol for St. Luke, the ox, is 
attributed to his opening the Gospel he records 

with the account of the Priest Zacharias, father of 
St. John the Baptizer.     

Those of you who join us in praying Matins and 
Vespers at Zion will recognize the great Canticles of 
the Church that the Gospel according to St. Luke 
provides: the Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79), the 
Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), and the Nunc Dimmittis 
(Luke 2:29-32, which the Lutheran Common Service 
makes an Ordinary, inserting it in place of the 
historic Proper, the  Communio). 

Although Scripture does not record his martyrdom, 
the liturgical color for the Feast of St. Luke, 
Evangelist, is red.  St. Luke is commemorated every 
year on the 18th of October.  This year the Feast of 
St. Luke falls on a Friday.  We debated whether to 
schedule the Mass in the morning or in the evening, 
but decided finally to schedule Mass for the Feast 
of St. Luke, Evangelist at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
October 18.  We did this to allow more Zion 
faithful, many of whom work during the day, to 
attend.  Join us, won’t you, as we receive God’s 
Saving Gifts? I hope to see you there! 

Improvements at Zion include the 

refinishing of the slate floors accomplished several 
months ago, the new Narthex furniture, the 
refinishing of the terrazzo floors finished at the end 
of August, the painting of the north stairwell stair 
treads, the renovation of the first floor Ladies’ 
Room (including the refinishing of the radiator, 
painting of the ceiling and window surround, and 
new furniture), continued work on the Men’s and 
Ladies’ Rooms in the Undercroft, the new fire 
extinguisher case in the Baptistry, tuck-pointing of 
the masonry in the Bell Tower and on the south 
outside wall of the Nave, and a power-washing of 
the exterior stone walls of the church.  All this is in 
addition to the normal maintenance and repairs 
necessary for day-to-day operations of our campus. 
The improvements are amazing! All of us join in 
thanking God for the great treasure we have 
received in our wonderful facilities, and in 
thanking our Board of Trustees for their hard work 
and dedication in preserving our buildings and 
systems to pass on to the next generation of Zion 
faithful! Zion really looks great!   
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The Zion Trumpet is the infor-
mational and educational news-
letter of Zion Evangelical-
Lutheran Church.  It communi-
cates the news of Zion and in-
structs members in various as-
pects of the Christian Faith. 
 
The Trumpet is published six 
times each year.  It is free for 
members of Zion.  Non-members 
are invited to contribute toward 
the production and mailing of the 
Trumpet. 
 
Zion Evangelical -Lutheran 
Church is a parish of the one, ho-
ly catholic and apostolic Church 
and is affiliated with the English 
district of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. 

 

Zion Evangelical-

Lutheran Church 

www.ZionDetroit.org 
4305 Military Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48210-2451 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Telephone       313.894.7450 
Facsimile       313.894.7871 
Church@ZionDetroit.org 
 

THE REV. FR. MARK P. BRADEN, 
Pastor 
FrBraden@ZionDetroit.org 
Mobile       313.404.1883 
Home       313.429.9252 
 
 

Zion is also  
on Facebook and Twitter 

  

 

Concordia University Ann Arbor 

Student Mr. Evan Tino will be serving at Zion during the 

upcoming academic year.  Evan is a pre-seminary student 
preparing for the Office of the Holy Ministry.  He is the son of 
an LC-MS Pastor, and has had significant experience serving 
his congregation as a Parish Assistant.  Evan is serving Zion 
as part of the STEPS program, an educational program like the 
seminary “field work” program, wherein students are 
assigned to local congregations to observe, learn and 
participate as part of their Pastoral formation.  In addition to 
serving in the Mass, Evan will attend various parish meetings 
and events, Sunday Bible Class, our Zion Men’s Group and 
Adult Catechesis, and will join me in the visitation of the sick 
and homebound. Please greet Evan, and make him feel 
welcome at Zion! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Festival of the Reformation will be 

celebrated at Zion on Thursday, October 31 at 7:00 p.m. with 
a Solemn Mass in the Church.  Join us as we thank God for the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther, and his Spirit inspired 
Reformation of the Christian Church.  The Feast of All Saints 

will be celebrated the following day, Friday, November 1 at 

7:00 p.m. with a Solemn Mass in the Church.  Again, for All 
Saints we wrestled with the question of when the best time for 
Mass would be, and decided to schedule the Mass for 7:00 
p.m. to allow more of our Zion faithful to attend.  Please join 
us for these great Feasts of the Church! 
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Summer Bible Camp – Zion’s annual 

Bible Camp was held August 14-15.  The children in 
attendance participated in opening devotions, and a 
spoken low-Mass both days.  Thanks to Mr. Bobby 
Kelly, Chairman of the Board of Parish Education, 
and Mrs. Janet Stechholz, who is our Sunday School 
leader, for making the Summer Bible Camp a great 
success!  Thanks also to those who volunteered, and 
those who donated food and materials for the 
Camp! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Anniversaries 
 

  

October 

3 Rev. Mark Braden 
4 Kenneth Ingram 
8 Michael Brink 
13 David Gorski 
13  Karen Anderson 
18 Chandra Gray 
26 Kevin Wiedelman 

 

November  

18 Linda Buskirk 
21 Paula MacMunn 
23 Josef Ruffin 

 

Baptism Anniversaries 
 

October 
1 Monica Faerber 
2 Ethan Atkins 
11 Drucilla Huddleston 
26 Kenneth Ingram 
27 Kevin Wiedelman 
31 Karen Anderson 
 

November  

2 John Chavez 
8 Nicholas Alford 
16 Darwin Terry 
17 Silas Gray 
25 Joshua Chavez 

 

Marriage Anniversaries 
 

October 
24 Mr. & Mrs. Josef Ruffin  
 

November  

28 William & Nancy Gramzow 
 

On a personal note the past few months 

have been quite busy.  After returning from a 
conference in Baltimore (at Fr. McClean’s parish), I 
taught a class in May in the Dominican 
Republic.  June saw two weddings at Zion, the 
Richart/Thompson-Kolar wedding, and two weeks 
later the Braden/Meyer wedding. Our Zion 
congregational picnic was in July, and I drove a 
moving van to Pittsburgh to help Mitch and Sarah get 
established there.  

 An August meeting in Fort Wayne, Indiana 
immediately preceded my 40th wedding anniversary 
celebration on Mackinac Island.  That trip was 
extended by a day when my car broke down in the 
Upper Peninsula, and had to be towed to Cheboygan 
for repairs.  I have to say that we enjoyed that extra 
day in a lakeside room overlooking the Straights, a 
short walk to a restaurant for dinner, and a beautiful 
sunset.  I was given a “loaner” vehicle by the dealer in 
Cheboygan to get back to Detroit. Four days later I 
drove the “loaner” from Detroit to Cheboygan to 
retrieve my car, and turned right around and drove 
back to Detroit the same day.  Shortly thereafter I 
drove down to eastern Illinois for a quick meeting, 
returning the next day. 

In between trips we kept Zion’s busy liturgical 
calendar going – Matins in the mornings, Vespers in 
the evenings, Wednesday Mass and Bible Class, 
Thursday Adult Catechesis, the Zion’s Ladies’ Group 
and the Zion Men’s Group fill the weeks while every 
Sunday we enjoy the Gifts of God in Mass and Bible 
Class. 

I am thankful to Zion’s Archdeacon, the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
David P. Stechholz, for Celebrating on Wednesdays 
while I was gone, and to long-time Zion friend Fr. Ed 
Steeh for Celebrating both Sundays I was away.   

The Fall is no less bustling… always beginning with 
our St. Michael Liturgical Conference, a major effort 
for our congregation.  The Oktoberfest and 
theological conference in Kewanee, Illinois, as well as 
the English District Regional Pastoral Conference are 
held every October. 

I am thankful to the Lord of the Church that He is 
preserving and granting growth to our 
congregation.  Zion is quite busy for a small, city 
congregation. The Lord has used this to bring the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to our Detroit neighbors, 
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 HOLY MASS is celebrated every Sunday and 
Wednesday at 10am, and on major feasts as 
announced. 
 

COMMUNICANTS are baptized Christians who 
have been instructed in and publicly confess the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Faith. If you desire to 
commune, please visit with the Pastor before 
approaching the Altar. 
 

THE DIVINE OFFICE is prayed in the Chapel of 
the Holy Incarnation in the Rectory.  MATINS: 
Daily 8:45am (except when there is a morning 
Mass); VESPERS:  Thursday 6:30pm. 
 

PRIVATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is 
available on Saturday from 9-10am or by 
appointment. 
 

PASTORAL CONSULTATION based on the Holy 
Scriptures is available by appointment. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM is for 
infants and adults, and may be arranged by 
contacting the Pastor. 
 

COUPLES DESIRING HOLY MARRIAGE should 
contact the Pastor before finalizing the wedding 
date.  Bible instruction in Holy Marriage is 
required.  All marriages are conducted by the 
Pastor according to Zion’s usual order. 
 

NEW MEMBERS are received by baptism, 
confirmation, transfer or profession of faith.  
Instruction in Luther’s Small Catechism and 
Private Absolution are required for all new 
members.  Visit with the Pastor for further 
details. 
 

THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND are visited 
regularly by the Pastor.  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you know of any parishioner in 
need of pastoral visitation. 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS Adult Choir, Altar 
Guild, Children’s Choir, Jubilate Deo Women’s 
Choir, St. Seraphim Prayer Guild, Society of St. 
Samuel (Altar Boys), Usher Club, Zion 
Endowment Board. 
 

DEACONS Archdeacon David Stecholz, William 
Gramzow, Thomas Habitz, Jr., Michael 
Anderson; TRUSTEES: Bill Arthur, Paul 
Snoes; Silas Gray PARISH EDUCATION: 
Shirley Cross, Robert Kelly III,  Janet 
Stechholz;  OFFICERS OF THE VOTERS: 
Thomas Habitz, Jr. (chairman), Alan 
Kroske (vice-chairman), Pamela   Ruffin 
(secretary), Paul Snoes (treasurer), Jessica 
Chavez (financial  secretary).  

and our reverence for Confessional, liturgical 
worship continues to influence churches all over the 
world.  Recently I’ve been gently pushed by my 
fellow Editors of Gottesdienst magazine to do more 
podcasts and blog posts, which in addition to our 
regular print journal make needed resources 
available to congregations across the country.  

Totenfest is the German name for the 

observance of the Last Sunday of the Church Year, 
the Commemoration of the Parish Blessed 
Dead.  This is an ancient tradition, one kept among 
us since our fathers in the faith founded Zion. At 
this Mass the names of the faithful departed of the 
parish who the Lord called to His nearer presence 
during the past liturgical year are read, the church 
bell tolled after the reading of each name.  We 
rejoice that our brothers and sisters in Christ, who 
so recently filled our pews, have now joined that 
glorious heavenly host that surrounds the Lamb 
upon His throne whose Kingdom shall have no end! 
The Last Sunday of the Church Year is Sunday, 
November 24 this year.  Which means – Advent 
begins on Sunday, December 1, the Sunday after the 
Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle!  A new year of God’s 
Grace! Thanks be to God! 

Festival of Thanksgiving – Mark your 

calendars now!  Sung Mass for the Festival of 
Thanksgiving is Thursday, November 28, at 10:00 
a.m., in the Church.  As the Psalmist writes in 
Psalm 92 verses 1 and 2, written especially for the 
Sabbath Day: “ It is good to give thanks to the 
LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most 
High; To declare Your lovingkindness in the 
morning, And Your faithfulness every night…” 
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