
The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, 2005 A. D. 
The Chief Article of the Christian Faith – Augustana IV 

 
What is the chief article (the most important teaching) of the Christian faith? 
 
Genesis 15:6 – (Abraham) And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for 
righteousness. 
 
Habbakuk 2:4 - Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live 
by his faith. 
  
Romans 1:16-17 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  For 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just 
shall live by faith." 
 
Romans 3:21-28 - … now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time 
His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds 
of the law. 
 
Romans 4:3-5  … For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness."  Now to him who works, the wages are not counted 
as grace but as debt.  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 
 
Romans 4:16 - Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the 
promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to 
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 
 
Romans 5:1-2, 8-9 - Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. - But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more 
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
 
Romans 9:30-33  - What shall we say then?  That Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, 
pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why? 
Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they 
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stumbled at that stumbling stone.  As it is written: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling 
stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." 
 
Galatians 3:2-14 - This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  Are you so foolish? Having begun in the 
Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?  Have you suffered so many things 
in vain -- if indeed it was in vain?  Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works 
miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? -- 
 just as Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."  
Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.  And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed."  So then those who are of 
faith are blessed with believing Abraham.  For as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things 
which are written in the book of the law, to do them."  But that no one is justified by the 
law in the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith."  Yet the law is not of 
faith, but "the man who does them shall live by them."  Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who 
hangs on a tree"), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them. 
 
 What is the relationship between justification and sanctification? 
 
Define: 
 Grace:  _________________________________________________ 
 
 Mercy:  _________________________________________________ 
 

Faith:  __________________________________________________ 
  
 Justify/Justification:  _______________________________________ 
 
 Righteous/Righteousness:  ___________________________________ 
 
 Sanctification/Sanctify:  _____________________________________ 
 
Read Romans 10:9-10 - That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 
heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 

 If faith is present in the heart, what does the mouth do? 
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The Lutheran Confessions say: 
Augustana IV:  

“… men cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works, 
but are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that they 
are received into favor, and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake, who, by 
His death, has made satisfaction for our sins.  This faith God imputes for 
righteousness in His sight.”  Triglotta 

 
Apology IV:   

“In this controversy the main doctrine of Christianity is involved…”   
 

“All Scripture should be divided into these two chief doctrines, the law and the 
promises.” 
 
“Faith is that worship which receives God’s offered blessings; the righteousness 
of the law is that worship which offers God our own merits.  It is by faith that 
God wants to be worshipped, namely, that we receive from Him what He 
promises and offers.” 
 
“In speaking of justifying faith, therefore, we must remember that these three 
elements always belong together: the promise itself, the fact that the promise is 
free, and the merits of Christ as the price and propitiation.” 
 
“The Gospel declares that all men are under sin and are worthy of eternal wrath 
and death.  For Christ’s sake it offers forgiveness of sins and justification, which 
are received by faith.” Tappert 
 

List the three “solas” of the Reformation (really a bit later): 
 

1. _________________________________ 
 

2.   _________________________________ 
 
3. _________________________________ 

 
4.   _________________________________ 

 
 


