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May 19, 2022 
 
The elders of Zionsville Fellowship would like to share the following message.  
 
You may be aware of a television documentary about a former member of our church named Don Cline. Don is a retired 
physician, and a few years ago it came to light that he had deceived patients about using himself as a donor for fertility.  
 
We know that some of you may have questions about our relationship with Don, our history of addressing any issues with 
him, and our perspective on these matters. So, we thought it would be best to share a few things about this directly to 
expand upon what we discussed in our public announcement on Sunday, May 1, 2022.  
 
Don was a member of our church since the early 1980s. He served as an elder from 1992 to 2008. In the past year he 
started attending another church and is no longer a member here.  
 
While at the time it was unknown to us, Don behaved unethically as a physician in the late 1970s and 1980s. His unethical 
behaviors came to light in a news report in 2016, and this was the first time the elders became aware of his past. We met 
with him, and he admitted that he had been unethical in his practice. He expressed remorse, shame, and repentance about 
these matters. It is for this reason that we did not take steps toward church discipline with him. This is also why we did 
not make any public statements to our church family at the time, since the model set forth in Matthew 18 only calls for 
communicating about a believer’s sin to the whole church when the person persists in sin. However, we did not know at 
the time that he was only admitting a small fraction of his unethical behaviors in his practice. Since meeting with Don in 
2016, we now understand that he significantly understated the extent of his wrongdoing.  
 
We believe it is important for everyone in our congregation to understand how we think about these matters. We strongly 
believe what he did was immoral and wrong. If we had found out about it when he was an elder, he would have been 
removed. We are grieved about the pain caused by his actions, and we have compassion for those affected by him.  
 
There have been questions raised regarding character statements provided on Don's behalf during his sentencing hearing. 
The elders’ official position at the time was not to provide a character reference. Therefore, any character reference 
submitted was done in an individual capacity and not on behalf of the church eldership.  
 
It is important for us to remember these realities as Christians: We believe that we are called to live lives of holiness and 
obedience. We believe that God forgives repentant sinners through Christ. We believe that even when we are forgiven, 
our sins can have consequences. We believe that God is just, calling sin to account and defending those who have been 
wronged. Our desire is for our church to increasingly reflect the realities of 1 John 1:5-7:  
 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 

 
 
We hope this communication addresses this matter with you openly and honestly. We understand that it may provoke 
many intense feelings or thoughts. If you have questions or comments about this, we are open to conversation. Please 
reach out to any of us at any time.  
 
 
In Christ,  
The elders of Zionsville Fellowship 
 


